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PULAVAR
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C.N. ADISESHAN
(GUHANANDA SWAMIGAL)

DEVAKOTTAI
SUNDARARAJA IYENGAR

SWAMI ANUANANDA
(SADHU PARTHASARATHY)

RAMNAD
ESWARA IYER




K.P. NARAYANAN R. NARAYANAN

K. SARAVANAI A.G. KRISHNAN

V. RAMASWAMI IYER K.N.SIVARAMAN




A.S. SUBRAMANIAN

R.VENKATARAMAN

S.V.S. RATNAM

D. SANTHANAM

\

P. SUBRAMANIAM




P. RAMASWAMY IYER C.V.S. MANI

G.VENKATASUBRAMANIAN
VALLIMALAITIRUPPUGAZH SABHA

SRI KRISHNA IYER VASANTHA KRISHNAMURTHI
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RELEASE OF STAMP OF ARUNAGIRINATHAR IN 1975 AT MADRAS

PHOTOGRAPH OF STAMP RELEASED ON 14-8-1975
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RELEASE OF BOOK 'THIRUPPUGAZH MADAANI’ AT MADRAS 1991




AIVAZHIPAADU’ AT MADRAS 1993

RELEASE OF BOOK 'THIRUPPUGAZH IS




RELEASE OF THIRUPPUGAZH AUDIO CASSETTES AT MADRAS 1996
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THIRUPPUGAZH ANBARGAL AT MUSIC ACADEMY MADRAS 1994




PADI VIZHA - MUMBAI




AT VED BHAVAN - CALCUTTA




CANADA ANBARGAL




VALLI KALYANAM - CHICAGO




THIRUPPUGAZH ANBARGAL - CHENNAI 1974




PANGUNI UTTIRAM - BANGALORE 1980
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SRINGERI- 577 139 ( KARNATAKA ) Date

O
”.:";_';-‘,t‘

Souysp sTUTSST BLdgib Holiysp Homallpr. CQssrene
Glemar Glaustrerflaflpm, @mel) A.S. TS cusH jauTae 71 9405 swhHE)
upHlw shser 18.7.98 Qe L™ A a0 Qupm smser
TWeVSTISSIL 61 wofunf wasTevaTll&em Lmss ek s efley
FIINESILLL_g). '

ol A.S. JTS6UGH D|aT5H@EThS B0 HRISET I|GHTLITHGT 2|em 63T oIS @10
aGrwesvenL_gid CaHylolons aumphbs) eur 9y FTeu§ s g eTenTirsei.

Cobung. eflpr Blaps&aenio “Ssliysp saflupsn” sTem Aoy
L&D HEIDTS HLbg Geafluii_ayb @)bs emaLabams HL_ggiIb
LAVEE ETUTSHET maTauhid Fa6 OF6mLImsEwnsenmL 6
amphgl ey wfwf watdvambiseT o fTafss omafu gy 8T
WhESTTEESWD Wf FTIsT FHEr GerafsvarT CiFeromgiplo
A G\BSED ).




\
Phone : (STD 04112) - 22115

a
wf shgr@uwerefdaurrw mw :
Wb FRIET UEIE UTSTETTW LUFDUTTSS

w srgGd srwlamy Sordud
RESG® W FRFITFFINL HUTIHHAT SlATHAT
uh oLd wbavgsaTd
1, srooe G, arEdlyrd - 631502,

GaTCETOTY.  FTuTsemer U GlETTEHID IS 5
LOWTETET Lf (LpIhFHET. @euamhenmey @auenariumy wHphHg)
Upengyie why eoaisat yopenSdwrr. @ems-gmenr
Hemissmser Blenpbg Smuysy start Cur Gupmn eflerhig o
@apept uriyafe FHulBd Haeriiug Holiysp
D|GITLITHGYT.

@ sz Gsarenarsfanet a1z Gousned aflpma) e @) e
40 gzl gen®h allpTenaiud @H6r SeneveuT Wi TrsHeuefler
Tworg sidewyd alwfleansunssds Gamesrimyg Snliy weof
‘BHruysy saflwepzn’ GesflullRaemguyb mlibg WRPECHTLD.

@ Gl bur 9, 10 @ Harmsefley FevL Gupailmméd @b
FThHaTomayn 11, 12, 13 CaxFHseflcv FeanL_Gpallmaé@io Gleausrarf
allpm Blapsfsend wf Wosarg JmerTd HTaldsarons
HlenpCaupayd weT ymewGflwurT - HoUysy - SGupmeesr
Qarserg  GQuoaweow  dasGausts  ellenhseayl

9,8 Teusa&HCpmib.

BTTTWERTEIVLDHE).




@.
OM SRI SKANDASRAMAM

SKANDAGIRI UDAYAPATTI, SALEM - 636 140.
@peuml augpaumul |epemarmul @& sGar.

wf wsf FH@ snhsranhs evamdsefer gmenmHd Qeigser.

Bpliysp Sopliussf SmailpTellsT @TUSTTSS0TS FpUiL) allpm weuiT GasTenn
Geuarflull_g Srorsflggienerg Cunmbndssss GawenTELwsaTmi,

70 anweng Hlovma GeiSn wrwellgarm&u @med, Hm. e.616tv. @)rTHeuas

eutsene Guogb anflu *Bapliysp & Gwhd #1058 erern Guwfldy

safl flTeuns guellenar emwsHg, IHer epeuld IfauhHn ImL. @LJ@L'D.

HL_SGITTET 9| MILPSHET Hl(HaUMHENET @H(HES S|CUTHEIT eLPSULD FaUT(LPSHTHEITET (3

@aafler BmeumeT 2 00lHEGH PN WhsEhdiE H_(Houy Gauig 2 g6 9, 10

Qa_ibum CaBsefley eTanssmETeubD, LHnID L Canmwhseamar Glauwiu
(Lp&T QubGleTenend @& UsS LyaiTansamsd $TU_HSDS).

@sw Gasuils srsvagoTs Embgamb I swrmaCu oLl Gurmb
Cgrgowwrer svawin LrstewngGuearmin, 9g5Ga 9y nIupseT, 1pms6r
@hTas Uy g svaTflywrari aatumg gmem&fl BrgevaTidsen
sHGg a0l usvpFTHOWETeCs HH L5 TS0\ WweTmILD,

FoUSHew FHLUUSD 261458 aaliums, 10656H5E 6ThS3mT65 B0
G®E e JeustiSgeTenT sTETMID, GHmATTHEME HHUILED S0
eppSail_L_JTeul eTeTmILD,

DIGTL[ID, LIGTL|ID, RP&S(PLD, STl _&aplo, uamfla)b, GuTnienwwb,
Fursapld, 2 Hall QFuamELb SWESG LTSRS CETaET_auT &he)
TTSGIGST GTETMILD,

GHE) TTSHET BLogl BT 1L DE& @ULIL_$558 GlFavaulom@biosTmi,

wf ment@fl praevamilser g enfs @menwliumai. & @mliys e
2 wsPlud QFugayrant. “UT@n vefiCu Lesflumd SymeTami” srerm
2 maTHfBTFHerveuTllEeT, (Wwmaseilib aurwrs Csl () ammfuas, STpb
aurLons QUM ITHRISL GHe) TTEMEISHES SowreaTaT &mel rsauGar .

QearenandHeneruilenr 25 el FoUYsp CFane uevar @@l uller

SmuraLnapsans GCugid GQubhpuuiiu@Gueary wWfwssssn
sThsTeThsevardladr gy nusalear ussCamysEnrd® AGLUGmD
Cardwuns KTsTdss Cauamm@bwear ymeTTRsemaen eI EDTTE6T.

LD,




Srei @anapati
Sachchidananda Ashrama,

“Na.njangud. Road Mysove 570 004 '
' INDIA ] Phone 0821 - 22662

Avadhoota Datta Peetadhipathi His Holiness Sri Ganapati
Sachchidananda Swamiji has conveyed his choicest Benedictions for
the “Thiruppugal Thiruppani” Thiruviza Festivities which are taking place
on the 11th, 12th and 13th at Chennai. After completing 25 years the
Globe. The service that being rendered to seciety in General for the
sake of spiritual awakening and Dharmic training is appreciated by
His Holiness. He has communicated Blessings individually to every
member of Thiruppugal committee. His Holiness has offered prayers to

Lord Datta to once again shower his Blessings on thee.

Jaya Guru Datta.
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6.00 a.m.

8.00 a.m.

12.15 p.m.

12.30 p.m.

5.00 p.m.

5.30 p.m.

The President and Members of
THIRUPPUGAZH ANBARGAL (Regd.)
340, Vasant Enclave, New Delhi - 110 057. © : 6149539

Cordially invite you for the

THIRUPPUGAZH THIRUPPANI THIRUVIZHA
CELEBRATIONS 1998

THIRUPPUGAZH MISSION - FOUR DECADES
SILVER JUBILEE - CHENNAI REGION

from
Friday 11th September, 1998
to
Sunday 13th September, 1998

at
AV:M. RAJESWARI KALYANA MANDAPAM
55, Dr. Radhakrishnan Salai Mylapore, Chennai - 600 004. © : 8277863

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE
Friday, 11th September 1998 (Morning)

Ganapathi Homam /followed by
1. Lalitha Sahasranama Archanai, 2.Subramanya Sahasranama Archanai
3. Manjal Kumkumam for ladies

Group singing by ladies /ed by Smt. KALAYANI RAMASWAMY
1. Vinayakar Agaval, 2. Siva Panchaksharam, 3. Abirami Andhathi
4. Abirami Pathigam, 5. Thiruppugazh

Releasing and offering of the third edition of “Thiruppugazh Jsai Vazhipadu”by
Smt. KALYANAI RAMASWAMY

Kummi and Dance based on Thiruppugazh
Choreographed by Smt. SARADA SWAMINATHAN

Friday, 11th September 1998 (Evening)

Mangala /sal - Nadaswaram by
Adambakkam S. BALAKRISHNAN and Party

Invocation




=\

5.35 p.m.
5.45p.m.
6.05 p.m.
6.20 p.m.

6.30 p.m.
6.40 p.m.

7.25 p.m.

7.30 p.m.

7.30 a.m.
8.30 a.m.
9.30 a.m.

10.30 a.m.
11.30a.m.

12.30a.m

5.00 p.m.
5.05 p.m.

5.15p.m.

Welcome address by Guruji Sri. A.S. RAGHAVAN
President, “Thiruppugazh Anbargal”

Report on ‘Celebrations - 1998” by Sri EN. MURTHY
Secretary, “Thiruppugazh Anbargal”

Inaguration of the celebrations and address by Sri T.N. SESHAN
Former Chief Election Commissioner of India

Release of “THIRUPPUGAZH KANI AMUDHAM”
- Commemorative Souvenir by Sri. T.N. SESHAN

Felicitations to Smt. KALYANI RAMASWAMY

Keynote address by Sollin Selvar Sri. SUKI SIVAM
on “ gymem & mrsE1 HVD &HD HarwesasT

Vote of thanks Smt. PADMA VENKATARAMAN
Chairperson, Chennai Region.

Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhjpadu by Thiruppugazh Anbargal - Junior Students.
Saturday, 12th September 1998 (Morning)

Rendering of Thiruppugazh Songs by Sister Organizations.

Programmes commence in the august presence of
Sankeertana Samrat Kalaimamani
Sri. PITHUKULI MURUGADAS

Murugan Thiruvarut Sangam

Lalgudi Sri. G. JAYARAMAN accompanied by his students
Sri Vallimalai Vallal Thiruppugazh Manram

Sri Vallimalai Swamy Satchidhananda Thiruppugazh Sabha
Thirumayilai Singaravelar Thiruppugazh Sabha

Vallakkottai Muruganadiyar Thiruppugazh Sabha

Saturday, 12th September 1998 (Evening)

Workshop on Arunagirinathar’s works

Chairman Sri. S. LAKSHMI SUBRAMANIAM,

Afwr, ‘eraréai’

Prayer

Welcome address by Sri. N. SUBRAMANIAN, Convenor

“Celebrations - 1998"

Opening Address by Chairman

Workshop Deliberations

1. Cus g aw o uBaysiaalsr &6 5 &M o @i 6HeID
shrarafar& s

Participants

e )
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5.30 p.m. Thiruppugazh Gyana Saraswathi Arutkavi
Thavathiru SADHURAM SWAMIGAL

6.00 p.m. Suka Brahmam Sri. S. RAMASWAMI SASTRIGAL
2. ua BT of ks Besujb WIPD H0bHE HHD WEBITLWID
Participants

6.30 p.m. Aanmaneya Mamani Sri. M.K. RAMANAN

7.00 p.m. Arul Isaimani Sri. S.V. SUBRAMANIAN

7.30 p.m. Question Answer Session

7.45 p.m. Concluding remarks by Chairman

8.00 p.m. Vote of thanks by Sri. T.V. RAMACHANDRAN

Chairman, Karnataka Region

Sunday, 13th September 1998 (Morning)

7.30am. - . Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipadu by Thiruppugazh Anbargal
led by Guruji Sri A.S. RAGHAVAN
Mass Prayer for Universal Harmony, peace and prosperity.

1.30 p.m. Mahadeeparadanai
1.40 p.m. Anna Dhanam

Sunday, 13th September 1998 (Evening)

VALEDICTORY FUNCTION
Chief Guest : Swamiji: CHENDIL THURAVI

4.00 p.m. Prayer

4.05 p.m. Welcome Address by Sti G. BALASUBRAMANIAN
Chairman, Mumbai Region

415 p.m. Felicitations to Teachers

5.15p.m. Benedictory Address by Swamiji CHENDIL THURAVI

5.35 p.m. Vote of thanks by Sri. R. THIAGARAJAN

-Secretary, Chennai Region.




SAINT ARUNAGIRINATHAR
Guruji

The holy land of India had given to the world many great saints and sages who have
shown to humanity the correct way of leading a peaceful, happy and divine life. Among them
saint Arunagirinathar, who lived in fifteenth century, had given to us nine most valuable gems
of his works Kandar Anubuthi, Kandar Alankaram, Kandar Andhathi, Thiruezhukuttrirukka,
vel, mayil, Cheval viruthangal and Thiru Vaguppagal. Arunagiri’s philophsy Thiruppugazh
can easily be understood from these works. '

Arunigiri was born in Thiruvannamalai, which is one of the sacred places in India held
in great veneration by Saivities. The very thought of this place is believed to confer release
(mukthi). He was a great devotee of Murugan and this devotion to Murugan must have run in
his blood, Whether or not it was conscious. Such devotion seems to have been continuous,
from generation to generation. It is also possible that Arunagiri felt he was a devotee of
Murugan in his previous birth also.

Reduced to poverty struck down by diseases, Arungiri felt remorseful about his mis-
deeds of the past. It was at this time of his repentence of his past and about to end his life, Lord
Murugan granted him avision of Himself and gave him “Chakshur Diksha "and “Pada Dikisha
: in other words, by a look from the lord and by Contact of his head with the feet of the Lord.
Arunagiriwas purified. With his Vel(Javelin) Murugan printed the Shadakshara in Arunagiri's
tongue and gave him a rosary. He also gave him Mounopadesa, sacred teaching enjoining
silence. He commanded Arungagiri to sing his graces. When Arunagiri, in bewiderment
asked the Lord how he was to do it, the Lord Himself gave the first lineof a type of verse with
a melodious lift. Arunagiri is considerd to be the first and, as yet of a unexcelled poet to sing
this type of verses in beautiful chandams (rythmic patterns). Arunagiri spent his time in
meditation and whenever he woke up he was singing the praise of the Lord. He.has empha-
sised in his songs. “Even an atom cannot move without His will and everything will move
when the Lord moves”. Quite apart from their profundity as devotional music, these songs are
a challenge to musicians also.

It is a marvel that Arunagiri is able to express lofty thoughts in felicitous phrases which,
so to say, sing and dance in a dazzling variety of ways. As we read his songs, we see the scenes
flash before our mind's eye. It may be a description, one-half of which we see the picture of an
old man, grey haired and pot bellied, walking unsteadily supported by the staff, and the other,
a delightful picture of Rama as a child crawling along as Kausalya stretches forth her hands
to receive Him. It may be a picture drawn with a few strokes describing the life of a person
from the pre-natal to the post-mortal state or a tale full of sound and fury signifying nothing
unless the Lord is pleased to rescue him.

We come across various styles of composition, whether it is a slow steady flow, or like a
river in spate, whether it is a short song or long one, whether it has a large number of Sanskrit
words or few such, we are astonished at Arunagiri’s complete mastery of the language.

13



The main thrust of Arunagiri in his works was his repeated appeal to humanity to follow
Love, Avirodha (non hatred), and charity. It is common knowledge that hatred divides people
whereas love unites them. The world is torn by hatred of many types based on differences in
religion, language etc. Not only between one major religion and another but also within the
same religion, we find rivalry and hatred, but in Arunagiri we find no such hatred. He is single
minded in his devotion to Murugan. Yet he achieves a marvel of family harmony by relating
Murugan to Siva and Parvathi as his parents, Ganapathy as his elder brother and to Vishnu
and Lakshmi as His parents in law.

Their description and excellence are set forth in a manner not only acceptable to fol-
lowers of these Deities and thus enable portions of these songs dealing with these Deities
being used in their respective worship, but also so designed that the praise of the excellence of
Murugan flows aptly. We find his emphasis on ethics when he calls for performance of one's
duties especially in the matter of charity with no thought of oneself as the giver. With total
devotion to the God, one is to help souls in distress.

We may see another dimension of Arunagiri’s personality - being free from egoism. His
prayer to the lord to be cleansed of this impurity is answered. He considers” himself as a
person of no significance at all. We hear of ‘suicide squads’, members of which volunteer for
work, which may be fatal. Emancipated souls, likewise, are prepared to forego the bliss they
enjoy in meditation in order to labour and suffer for others. On occasions chosen by the Lord,
emancipated souls may enlist themselves as members of a mission seeking redemption, forgo-
ing their enjoyment of bliss. May we not understand in this sense Arunagirinathr s identifica-
tion with all those who have lapses, spiritual and moral? Arunagiri never forgets that it is due
to Murugan's Grace that he could overcome the temptation of the world and defy death also.
His insight and experiences recorded in his works do give us his philosophy of life-life in its
Jullest sense in all its abundance. His work would also help us to have life and have it in
abundance.

One of the remarkable features of Arunagiri’s works is that even those songs which
children would retain in their memory as they sing them joyfully contain profound truths. Thus
etched early in their tender minds, these truths would guide them all through their lives. They
may not be alive to their meaning in the early stage of their lives. But as they grow it would
become increasingly clear. The meaning also may be understood by each according to his (or
her. tradition and personal experience. This personal experience again may help ascend from
level field to ever higher levels.

Arunagiri emphasises that devotees need not refrain from honest manual work of any
kind on the ground that they are busy in singing the praises of the Lord. Let their thoughts and
words be in service of Lord and their physical action be for earning bread for others and
themselves.

As mother bird trains its new fledgelings to jump and fly lower to higher branches of a
tree before they can take off skyward, Arunagiri trains us to go from the relatively simple to
the complex in spirituality by linking up charity withcontrol of anger; arresting the ceaseless
activity of the mind and remaining in one s natural state.

14



The sages and saints of all religions are unanimous in their finding that the soul can
find everlasting happiness and peace only in self-realisation or communion and union with
God. Arunagiri reminds that human birth is rare to obtain. Yet if it is not rightly used in wor-
ship of the Lord and service to his creatures, we shall have thrown away a golden opportunity.
We must not put off till the very end. This learning must not only be in respect of the sound
understanding of the meaning of the verses, but it must also be letter-perfect. '

In one of the songs of the Thiruppugaz, Arunagiri sings “The Supreme being cannot be
seen with the aid of learning. It cannot be attained by worship. It cannot be spoken about in
any adequate manner. It is beyond the reach of those who are not pure in their hearts. It abides
without parting with the devotees. It cannot be enveloped by Maya. It is beyond the reach of
sound and Akasa. It is the cause of everything”. Yet he goes on to pray that he may be taught
to know this Supreme Being and be in union with it; getting free of bodily entanglements.
Arunagiri has experienced the Supreme as Murugan. He is able to pass with remarkable ease
from the personal to the Superpersonal and back again. In his compassion for those of us who
have to be trained for arduous discipline of contemplation at the higher levels, Arunagiri not
only sings about the Supreme Being as Murugan, but he has also given us an entire work
adoring Him.

We are blessed by the Lord to learn and sing all the nine works of Saint Arunagirinathar.
Let us all qualify ourselves to be devotees of Lord Muruga by sincerely learning the meaning
of the songs we learn and follow their teachings to attain spiritual knowledge and to have a
- peaceful, happy and divine life.

With the Lord s Grace Arunagiri s works are spreading all over India and other parts of
the world in East and West. These will definitely create peace not only in the learners’ mind
but also all around the world at large.

May the influence of Arunagirinathar which has sustained over six centuries grow from
strength to strength in centuries to come.

A.S. RAGHAVAN
340, Vasant Enclave
New Delhi -110 057.
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ABOUT OURSELVES

' Thiruppugazh Mission - Four Decades
SILVER JUBILEE -CHENNAI REGION

Thiruppugazh Anbargal (Regd.), New Delhi, as an organisation is completing this year
four decades of sustained and solid work in the propogation of Saint. Arunagirinathars
works. The phenomenal growth of the organisation both at the do. westic .17 gl bc ! levels is
such that as mentioned in a casual conversation by the revered Pithukuli Murugadas of golden
voice, “Wherever you go, you meet Thiruppugazh Anbargal singing Thiruppugazh”. By the
grace of Chendil Andavan, Ishta Devata of Sri A.S. Raghavan, through whose prodigious
efforts of leadership, dedication, inspiration, administrative skill in shaping and sustaining
the organisation, and creating the infrastructure for mass propagation this progress has been
" achieved. The various phases of growth are briefly narrated.

Itwas in 1958, through divine intervention to be sure, that two friends Sri. R. Narayanan
and Sri. M. Mahalingam approached Sri. A.S. Raghavan, who until then had no introduction
to Thiruppugazh, to teach Thiruppugazh and the first classes consisted of only three students.
The seed of Thiruppugazh sown in 1958 began to grow, the initial strength of three students
swelling to 25 and this nucleus, absorbing the new pattern of singing Thiruppugazh songs
tuned to lilting carnatic regas, with emphasis on diction, Bhava and Chanda Tala, helped
Guruji Sri. A.S. Raghavan to expand the base in New Delhi and later to other centres in India
and abroad. The classes which we initially started at Sri. G. Sundaram's house at Connaught
Place increased mainfold with venues at Karolbagh, Lodhi Colony, Laxmibai Nagar, R.K.
Puram, Yamuna Apartments etc. in New Delhi.

The Strategy for propagation was through Bhajans under the leadership of Sri. A.S.
Raghavan. The first fullfledged Bhajan was conducted in 1962 in Vinayaka Mandir, Irwin
Road. The impact of these Bhajans on the devotees generated through a combination of his
voice, the intrinsic grandeur of the songs delivered with devotion and the set pattern of the
Bhajan with the audience made to concentrate with one voice even though participating in
mass singing, resulted in more and more devotees taking to learning of Thiruppugazh. With
Guruji Sri Raghavan visiting metropolitan centres like Bombay, Bangalore and Chennai, the
mass character of the mission began getting stabilised. Some of the outstanding students who
had the good fortune of learning direct from Guruji himself, namely Smt. Kalyani Ramaswamy,
Smt. Kumari Lakshmi Narayanan, Smt. Tara Krishnan, Smt. Vasanta Krishnamurthy,. Smt.
Rukmani Subramaniam, Smt. Jayalakshmi Ramachandran, Smt. Saraswathi Subramaniam,
Smt. Saraswathi Duraiswamy, Smt. Mythili, Sri. G. Krishnan (Jikki), Sri. N. S. Mani, Sri. R.
Venkataraman, Sri T.V. Seetharaman, Sri. N Ramamoorthy and a host of others helped to
carry on the good work by training numerous students at various centres to which they mi-
grated. Apart from classes, and holding Bhajans of Shashti, Kritthigai and Visakam days each
month at a specified time and specified venue, the aware ness among uninitiated masses was
created through arranging big annual festivals such as Arunagirinathar Day, Skanda Shashti
Vaikasi Visakam and Padi Vizhas and through Vaibhavams lasting for a couple of days o;-
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mure, providing « platform as it were for scholars and devotees of sister organisations to
expatiate on the relevance and scope of Arunagirinathar s works in shaping the character of
individual and society at large so as to cultivate Love and AVIRODHA.

Particular mention must be made of the celebration of the Sixth Birth Centenary of
Arunagirinathar in 1975 which was inaugurated by the then Vice President of India, Sri. B.D.
Jatti at Vigyan Bhavan. As part of the Sixth Centenary Celebrations, the Government of India
released a postage stamp in honour of Saint Arunagirinathar. Similar elaborate celebrations
spread over three days were held during the silver Jubilee of the movement in Delhi in 1983,
the Silver Jubilee of Karnataka Region in Bangalore in 1994 and the Silver Jubilee of Mumbai
Region in 1997.

The growth of the movement meant creation of an administrative structure to provide
transparency and accountability and also deal smoothly with the problems arising from ex-
pansion such as provision of books for students, necessary teachers to cope with the increas-
ing admissions and sustain in the process, the-quality of the renderings and the basic disci-
pline enjoined on them as Anbargal singing in the mass prayers. The administrative frame-
work came into being in 1988 when the organisation became a Registered Body. This envis-
aged an Apex Body with an Executive Committee with Sri. A.S. Raghavan as permanent Presi-
dent during his lifetime and with three Regional Centres and Mumbai, Bangalore and Chennai
with centralisd structure of accounting as one entity. Recently a Chicaga Chapter was also
opened to cater to the needs of Anbargal in the American Continent. In making a success of
this organisational structure the services of Sri. N. Ramamoorthy a “Parmanent Treasurer”
as it were, in helping the president to discharge his duties under the law, cannot be easily
measured. Another direction in which the needs of the expanding organisation were taken
care of related to the publication of Thiruppugazh Madani containing the complete works of
Saint Arunagirinathar in 1991, the First Copy of which was released by Thirumuruga
Kripananda Variar. While this publication helped to preserve for posterity the immortal works
of Saint Arunagirinathar, which publication incidentally was sold out on the very day of re-
lease, the need for daily use and guidance to the students with indications of raga and tala for
each of the more than 430 songs taught by Guruji was keenly felt and a new publication
Thiruppugazh Isai Vazhipaadu was brought out in 1993, and it was released by Hon. Sri. R.
Venkataraman, former President of India. This proved to be very popular not only with the
students but also with the general public at large. Even after two editions, the demand is ever
persisting. A third edition is being brought out for release during the C elebrations. in Septem-
ber 1998. The demand for teachers is largely fulfilled and by God's grace the migration of
student teachers kept pace with the needs of each Centre. While the responsibility for Mumbai
Centre was being ably shouldered by Smt. A.S. Mani under the able leadership of Late Sri.
A.S. Subramaniam, in Bangalore Region outstanding work was done by Late Sri. R,
Venkataraman, a very energetic young man of great organisational capacity, combined with
the skill to teach, being one of the very disciple of Guruji with great potential is an irreparable
loss to the organisation.
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Being the Silver Jubilee Year for the Chennai Region, a comparatively expansive nar-
rative would seem appropriate to get the growth of the organisation on record. It is fascinat-
ing to recall how from a small class in June 1973 confined essentially to those interested
Anbargal from Mylapore area and conducted by our revered Founder Anbar Smt. Kalyani
Ramaswamy with the most active encouragement from her husband Sri. Ramaswamy Iyer, the
Thiruppugazh movement in Chennai Region has grown into a massive edifice with more than
a dozen teachers and hundreds of students. The success was possible because of the dedica-
tion and commitment of smt. Kalyani Ramaswamy to the mission of Guruji Sri. A.S. Raghavan
to take Thiruppugazh of his brand with purity of diction, Bhava and Raga to every Tamilian
Home ultimately. Smt. Kalyani Ramaswamy s further contribution was in providing leader-
ship in conducting Bhajans which is the principal medium incidentally through whichwhat is
taught is rehearsed and perfected. Her extraordinary talent with a musical background came
to the fore not only through her teaching Thiruppugazh songs and Abhirami Andhaadi and
Abhirami Padikam and handed down to her by Guruji, but also by teaching Mooka Panchasathi,
Soundaryalahari, Sivanandalahari and many Sanskrit slokas of great devotional impact. Many
Students of her class including Smt. Alamelu Santhanam and Smt. Indira Krishnamoorthy
remember her with great affection and regard for initiating them to experience the richness fo
our cultural heritage.

The growth in the Chennai Region was nurtured and institutionally strengthened by
Late Sri. D. Santhanam who with his administrative talent helped run the movement through,
the banner of Krithika. Bhajana Mandali. This body came to be merged with the parent body'
later on. Late Sri. Santhanam along with his wife Smt. Alamelu Santharam played a great part
in training a number of outstanding young students, who proved to be the most effective as a
team to unfold to the discerning public of Tamil Nadu, the charm of seemingly difficult
Thiruppugazh sung in chorus with perfect ease and appealing ragas set to chanda Tala. One
performance by them through the visual media was eriough to vet the appetite of many a sister
or mother to learn Thiruppugazh. Sri. Santhanam acted as a Jather figure to those students
and took them to various centres in Tamil Nadu and helped to spread the movement. Quite a
Jew of these students are in the U.S.A. spreading Thiruppugazh. Santhanam s contribution in
editing the work during theprinting of “Thiruppugazh Madani” and the “Thiruppugazh Isai
Vazhipaadu™ were most invaluable. His administrative skill as Secretary of the Chennai Re-
gion in arranging functions such as those in connection with the release of the two publica-
tions referred to, attracted the attention of one and all. At this Jjuncture special mention must
be made about the services rendered by Sri. S.K. Ramanathan. Ever since he moved 1o Chennai
mwo decades ago, he has made significant contribution for the propagation of Thiruppugazh
by conducting classes and leading Bhajans. He has also served as chairman of the chennai

Region and has been responsible for ensuring the steady progress and consolidation of the
movement.

Mention must be made among others, about two otstanding teachers of Chennai Re-
gion. Sri. N.S. Mani who had a long gestation under Guruji's tutelage came to Chennai in
1985 and returned to Delhi in 1998. He conducted a number of classes and lead Bhajans
which helps spread Guruji’s Paddhathi among sister organisations in the city and also out-
side. Another important teacher is Smr. Mangalam Mani who migrated to Chennai froem Cal-
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cutta in late eightees. Her musical background and her ability to teach Thiruppugazh have
attracted a large number of students, thus spreading Thiruppugazh in different parts of the
city.

Two features connected with the Chennai Region deserving mention are a) the introduc-
tion of Revision Classes in the house of Smt. Saraswathi and Sri. N. Subramaniam, a couple
who have grown with the organisation for as many number of decades as the organisation
itself, and b) the installation of idol of Arunagirinathar in the Kapaleeswarar Temple, Mylapore
Just opposite to the Sannidhi of Thirumayilai Singaravelan, in whose presence Krithigai Bhajans
are being regularly held. The services of Subramaniam couple in spreading Thiruppugazh
and also particularly of Sri. Natarajan who is steeped in Thiruppugazh lore and who helped in
the installation of the idol and whose explanatory introduction to the songs in the classes
conducted by Smt. Kalayani Ramaswamy and Sri.-N.S. Mani, deserve praise.

The Chennai Region has the additional satisfaction of some of the important towns in
Tamil Nadu such as Kalpakkam, Trichy, Madurai, Tirunelveli, Kallidaikurichi, Coimbatore
etc. marching in step with Chennai in putting Thiruppugazh Anbargal service-oriented to the
Tamil Nadu public.

The Thiruppugazh Anbargal organisation is indebted to the Chiefs of Mutts, Particulary
the Sringeri and Kanchi Mutts. A measure of the recognition of the great work that is being
done in the Thiruppugazh field is evident from the affectionate command of Late Abhinava
Vidyatheertha Swamigal of Sringeri Mutt to have the 60" Birthday Celebrations of Guruji Sri.
Raghavan at Sringeri itselfin 1988 and its actual performance there, creating the opportunity
to bless him personally. The reigning pontiffs of both the Mutts continue to evince great inter-
est in the further progress of the organisation.

Similar appreciation from the knowledgeable in the Music field on the technical excel-
lence of the work done in setting to tune hundreds of Thiruppugazh songs matching with the
Chanda Tala has been a source of great encouragement for continuing with the mission. The
late Sri. Devakottai Sundararaja Iyengar, the Kanjeera Vidwan of All India Radio, had in-
spired Guruji with his encouragement in the initial years. Late. Sri. Sikkil Ramaswamy Pillai,
a nattuvanar of repute was another, closely, associated with Thiruppugazh Anbargal. Yer an-
other long standing and intimate association with Guruji was that of Late Sri. Ramnad Eswara
Iver, a mridanga vidwan of repute with rich experience in the music field. He accompanied
Guruji in his Bhajans for more than a couple of decades along with Late Sri. K.P. Narayanan
on harmonium, famous for his delicate touch and contributed to pleasing harmony, which
enriched the Bhajans to such an extent that a scribe was led to remark that the “Triumvirate
had perhaps no equal in leading a choral presentation of Thiruppugazh songs”. Many front
line vidwans in the Carnatic Music field had occasion to attend the Bhajans and were de-
lighted at the skill exhibited in rendering Thiruppugazh songs tuned to the plethora of Chanda
Talas. The Music Academy too, took notice of Guruji Sri. Raghavan's work by inviting him to
deliver a Demonstation Endowment Lecture in memory of Late Ganesa lyer, the father of Late
G. Venkatasubramaniam, who spent a good part of hislife in Delhi. Thiruppugazh Anbargal
remember him with respect and affection for the pioneering work he did in Delhi for
Thiruppugazh under the banner of Vallimalai Swami Sachidananda Thiruppugazh Sabha.
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Thiruppugazh Anbargal as a group had also been invited a few times to give Thiruppugazh
recitals in the morning session of the Music Academy Annual Conference.

Coming to the devotional and Bhava aspect of the rendering of Thiruppugazh by Guruji
Sri. A.S. Raghavan, the appreciation by Scholars in the field of Literature and Pravachana
Line was most heartening. The most Valued was from the late Vageesa Kalanidhi Ki. Va.
Jagannathan, a Tamil literateur of outstanding merit. His devotion to Lord Muruga Was well
known and he was a regular participant whenever a Bhajan took place in Chennai and he
used to sit through with tears rolling down his eyes, abounding in admiration for the way in
which the songs were being rendered, making the idiom intended by Arunagirinathar to blos-
som, by the way emphases was being laid on key words with deep Bhava to heighten its import.
Apart form Ki.Va. Ja., Thirumuruga Kripananda Variar, another Muruga Bhakta, Late Pulavar
Keeran, a Pravachanakartha of great eminence, Sadhuram Swamigal, Pithukuli Murugadas
and Sukabrahmam Sri. Ramaswamy Sastrigal, Swami Chidanandaji Maharaj of Rishikesh
were intimately associated with Thiruppugazh Anbargal. The association of these eminent
personages - stalwarts in spiritual and literary fields gave the necessary encouragement in
sustaining the movement.

Having created an awareness to learn Thiruppugazh among a broad spectrum of enthu-
siasts and having stabilised the machinery for teaching, conducting Bhajans etc., though was
given to the need for preserving for posterity, the purity of the songs taught. It was feared that
there was likely to be distortion by way of variations in emphasis not only in words but also in
Bhava and Tala while the music is passed on from one generation to the other. So it was
decided to bring out Audio Cassettes of all the songs taught (about 430 in number) by Guruji
himself teaching the first half of a song and the model students with him repeating the same
and then all singing in chorus the latter half of the song. These Cassettes, 37 in number
including a Model Bhajan were released in 1996. This proved to be very popular with the
Anbargal and the public alike and hundreds of sets have already been sold.,

A narrative connected with Thiruppugazh Anbargal cannot be complete without a ref-
erence fo the temple dedicated to Lord Muruga with which they are intimately connected. The
first among them is the one at Thiruchendur, whose presiding deity continues to inspire Guruji
in his mission. Another place sacred to the Anbargal is the Uttara Swami Malai, New Delhi,
within whose precincts and in the immediate presence of the Lord many a Bhajan connected
with Padi Vizha and Arunagirinathar s Day have been taking place without break of decades.
Sankara Kendra in Delhi is another holy spot, where Thiruppugazh classes and Bhajans on
Visakam Day are being conducted dueto the grace and kind permission of Sringeri Acharya.
The temple at Chembur, Mumbai and the hill temple at Kundrathur near Chennai. Where Padi
izha Bhajans are an annual feature, and the numerous temples in Tamil Nadu especially the
Aaru Padai Veedu deities are particularly holy and dear to the Anbargal. The Anbargal have
been arranging extensive pilgrimage trips to temples of note from time to time and the most
memorable one was in 1981 when nearly 100 Anbargal led by Guruji visited more than 30
kshetras from Tirupathi to Thiruchendur to Guruvayoor lasting for more than two weeks. The
extraordinary arrangements made in that context by Sri. T M. Subramaniam, a great enthusi-
ast and admirer of Guruji, contributed to the success of the tour and it was an experience
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cherished by those who were fortunate to participate in that trip. These trips and Bhajans in
temples on important occasions have been acting as another instrument in kindling the inter-
est in Thiruppugazh in the minds of those who throng the venues. At the global level, Guruji
made trips to U.K. in 1980 and 1988 and 1991 and thrice to U.S.A. in 1988, 1991 and 1997.
The impact of the latest trip to U.S.A. is described in a special article. As part of the celebra-
tions of big festivals, following Arunagirinathar s emphasis on charity, Annadaanam is a spe-
cial feature in all the centres.

In addition to Thiruppugazh, Thiruppugazh Anbargal have been propagating with equal
fervour, the inspiring compositions of Abhirami Bhattar viz. Abhirami Andhaadhi and Abhirami
Padikam which have been set to moving and lilting tunes by Guruji. These two devotional
compositions in praise of Devi arenow part of the repertoiere of Thiruppugazh Anbargal and
are invariably sung along with the compositions of Arunagirinathar. Small booklets contain-
ing these compositions indicating the ragas and talas have been published from time to time
Jor the benefit of Anbargal.

An attempt has been made to give a broad canvass of the activites of the Association.
While mentioning some of the personalities who had rendered unforgettable services, one has
gol to remember particularly a few persons, namely Sri. Singarasundarm in whose house for
decades Krithigai Bhajans used to be held. Another was Sri. Eswara Iyer, Mridanga Vidwan
inwhose house Shashti Bhajans used to be held. Mention must be made about Sri. Saravanai,
a gentleman symbolising in him the Tamil Panbu and belying, his great knowledge of Tamil
leterature with his very humble manners and Sri S.V.S. Ratnam, These were some of the founder
members with intimate association with Guruji. Sri. TM. Subramanian and Sri. R.V.
Subramanian who are also among the founder members of the organisation, continue their
support and assistance to the movement.

May Chendil Andavan who has been guiding the activities of the Thiruppugazh Anbargal
for 40 years lead us further so that the goal of taking Thiruppugazh to every Tamilian home is
reached in Guruji slife time itself.
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THIRUPPUGAZH ANBARGAL (REGD.)

340, Vasant Enclave, New Delhi - 110 057. 2: 6149539

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE (1996-1999)

President :  A.S. Raghavan

Vice President : G. Sundaram

Treasurer . N. Ramamurthi

Secretary :  E.N. Murthy

Jt. Secretary : 8. Padma

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES MEMBERS

T.V. Ramachandran - Karmataka G.V. Subramanian
G. Balasubramanian - Mumbai K. Subbiah
Padma Venkataraman - Chennai M.R. Ramani

Uma Balasubramaniam
G. Krishnan (Coopted)

REGIONAL COMMITTEE (1996-1999)

KARNATAKA MUMBAI

Vice-Chairman - -

CHENNAI

Chairman T.V. Ramachandran G. Balasubramanian Padma Venkataraman

Bala Ganesan

Secretary I.S. Narayanan K.R. Krishnamurthy  R. Thiagrajan
Treasurer V.M. Viswanathan K. Venkataramani G.V. Nilakantan
MEMBERS
C. Govindarajan Kalyani Raghavan A. Srinivasa Ragavan
R. Ramajayam Y. Krishnan R. Krithivsan
Sri. A.A. Anantharaman L. Padmanabhan Meena Venkataraman
Smt. G. Sarojam K.S.K Murthy Akila Rajan
Dr. T.S. Panchapagesan M. Subramanian -
(co-opted) (co-opted)
M.S. Ramamurthy
(co-opted)
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DELHI REGION

s PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
Nt; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
' TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1. | Guruji. A.S. Raghavan Shankara vidhyakendra Friday
Phone : 6149539 Paschimi Marg 11 AM
New Delhi - 110 057
2. | Guruji. A.S. Raghavan Shankara Vidhyakendra Saturday
Phone : 6149539 Paschimi Marg 4 PM
New Delhi - 110 057
3. | Smt. Kumari Lakshmi D-761, Mandir Marg Thursday
Narayanan New Delhi - 110 001 11 AM
Phone : 6510050
4. | Smt. Kumari Lakshmi 59-B, Katwaria Sarai, Phase - II | Monday |6510050
Narayanan New Delhi - 110 016 11 AM
Phone : 6510050
5. | Sri. G. Krishnan Sri Subha Siddhi Vinayakar Koil | Sunday
Phone : 2259269 Pocket IV, Mayur Vihar, Phase-1 |4 PM
Delhi - 110 091
6. | Smt. Kantha Viswanathan DG-11/2A, S.E.S. Flats, Monday |5517808
Phone : 5517808 Vikaspuri, New Delhi - 110 018. | 3 PM
7. | Smt. Kantha Viswanathan DG-11/2A, S.E.S. Flats, Tuesday |5517808
Phone : 5517808 Vikaspuri, New Delhi - 110 018. |3 PM
8. | Sri. EN. Murthy C-386, S.E.S. Flats, Sunday |642378
Phone : 6423378 Sheik Sarai - Phase -1 9 AM
for Children New Delhi - 110 017.
9. | Smt. S. Padma A-2/102, Glaxo Apartment Wednes
Phone : 2717253 Mayur Vihar - Phase - 1 day
Extension Delhi - 110 091. 11 AM
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CHENNAI REGION

S PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
N ‘; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
’ TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1. | Revision Class 17, Anna Avenue, Adyar, Sunday 4418425
Chennai - 600 020. 330 PM
2. | Smt. Alamelu Santhanam 77, Luz Avenue, Mylapore, Wednesday| 4995136
Phone : 4995136 Chennai - 600 004. 4.00 PM
3. | Smt. Alamelu Santhanam 77, Luz Avenue, Mylapore, Staurday |4995136
Phone : 4995136 Chennai - 600 004. 5.00 PM
(For Children)
4. | Smt. Alamelu Santhanam Sringeri Saradambal Temple Saturday -
Phone : 4995136 Venkata Naryana Road, 10.30 AM
T. Nagar, Chennai - 600 017.
5. | Smt. Bhagirathi 10, 3rd Trust Cross Street, Wednesday| 4941702
Thyagarajan Mandavelipakkam, 11.30 AM
Phone : 4941702 Chennai - 600 028.
6. | Smt. S. Bhagyalakshmi 17B. North Mada Street, Tuesday | 2350886
Phone : 4934373 Srinagar Colony, Saidapet, 11.30 AM
Chennai - 600 015.
7. | Smt. S. Bhagyalakshmi Srinivasa Ladies Club Tuesday |4939392
Phone : 4934373 No 4, First Main Road, 12.30 AM
Jeth Nagar, Chennai - 600 028.
8. | Smt. Charumathy Srinivasan | G-3, Lokesh Home Thursday |4916046
Phone : 4916046 54/10B-Ramaswamy Avenue | 4.00 PM
SastriNagar, Chennai - 600 020
9. | Smt. Charumathy Srinivasan | H/108/7, 7th Avenue, Saturday -
Phone : 4916046 Besant Nagar, 10.10 AM
Chennai - 600 090.
10. | Smt. Indira Krishnamurthy “Bhairavi”, 12 MG Road, Wednesday| 4916052
Phone : 4916052 Sastri Nagar, Chennai-600 020.| 10.30 AM
11. | Smt Jaya Narayanan Plot.68, Venkatesa Perumal Monday
Phone : 2332980 IInd Street, Madipakkam, 11.30 AM
Chennai - 600 091.
12. | Smt. Kalpana Srinivasan No. 15, Sudharsan Nagar, Monday 2376907
Phone : 2377273 Madampakkam. Seliyur, 11.30 AM
Chennai - 600 073.
13. | Smt. Kalpana Srinivasan Vengaivasal Pillaiyar Kovil, Wednesday| 2378205
Phone : 2377273 Velachery Road, Chennai - 42, | 11.30 AM
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s. PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
No THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
' TELEPHONE NOS TIME
14.| Smt. Kalpana Srinivasan 18, Karpaga Vinayagar Koil St.] Thrusday |2838297
Phone : 2377273 East Tambaram, Chennai - 73. | 11.30 AM
15.| Smt. Kalpana Srinivasan 15, Sudharasan Nagar Friday 2376907
Phone : 2377273 Madampakkam, Selaiyur Road,| 11.30 AM
Tambaram, Chennai - 600 073.
16. | Smt. Kanthimathi 13, 5th Cross Street, Saturday | 4901333
Krithivasan Karpagam Gardens, Adyar 4 PM
Phone :4901333 Chennai - 600 020.
17.| Smt. Lalitha Seetharaman Sarva Mangala, 15, C-23 Hindu| Monday | 2348044
Phone : 2348044 Colony, Ist Cross Street, 11.00 AM
Nanganallur, Chennai.
18. | Smt. Mangalam Mani 6/1, “Sarayu”, 4th Cross Road, | Tuesday |4951148
Phone : 8266228 Raja Annamalaiapuram, 11.30 AM
Chennai - 600 028.
19. | Smt. Mangalam Mani Flat OB-60, 7th Avenue, Wednesday| 4918225
Phone : 8266228 “Green IN Apartment” 11.30 AM
Besant Nagar, Chennai-600090,
20. | Smt. Mangalam Mani 11, Radhakrishnan Nagar Saturday | 4917953
Phone : 8266228 Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai -41 11.30 AM
21.| Smt. Meena Venkataraman Mangayarkarasi Magalir Wednesday| 4913937
Phone : 4912577 Mandram, 3, 11th Cross Street, | 11.30 AM
Sastri Nagar, Chennai-600 020.
22.| Smt. Meena Venkataraman 4/418, Raja Street, Thursday |4915686
Phone : 4912577 Lakshmanaperumal Nagar 11.00 AM
Kottivakkam, Chennai - 41.
23.| Smt. Meena Venkataraman 13, 14th Cross Street Saturday | 4912577
Phone : 4912577 Sastri Nagar, Chennai - 600020 11.30 AM
(For Children)
24, | Smt. G. Patammal 92/3, Lakhsrhana Swami Salai, | Monday | 4839925
Phone : 4815223 K.K. Nagar, Chennai - 600 078 1 PM
25.| Smt. G. Pattammal 73, Gandhi Road, Alwar Thiru | Wednesday| 4860167
Phone : 4815223 Nagar, Chenai - 600 087. 2 PM.
26. | Smt. G. Pattammal 4, A VM. Avenue, Thursday |4838756
Phone : 4815223 Nagar, Chenai - 600 087. 1.30 PM.
27.| Smt. K. Rukmani 25, Chokkalinga Nagar Tuesday | 454660
Chennai - 600 092, 1.30 PM.
28.| Smt. K. Rukmani 3, Kamala Bai Street, T. Nagar,| Wednesday| 8282167
Chennai - 600 017. . 11 AM
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Phone : 8272991*
* Contact No.

S PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
N f; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
' TELEPHONE NOS TIME
29.1 Smt. K. Rukmani 19, Jayashankar Street Wednesday
Chennai - 600 033. 1 PM
30. | Smt. K. Rukmani 7, Jambulingam Street, Saturday
Nungambakkam, Chennai - 34. 11.30 AM
31.| Smt. K. Rukmani 4th South Loop Street, Saturday | 4330352
West C.I.T. Nagar, Nandanam 3 PM
Chennai - 600 035.
32.| Smt K. Rukmani 12, Yogambal Street, T.Nagar, Tuesday | 8280182
Subramaniam Chennai - 600 017. 10.30 AM
33.| Smt. Sakuntala 46, Kambar Nagar, II Stage Thursday | 8270603
Gopalaswamy Chennai - 600 034 11 AM
Phone : 8273441
34.| Smt. Sakuntala 34, Unnamulai Amman Street, Saturday | 8254422
Gopalaswamy Chennai - 600 017. 11 AM
Phone : 8273441
35.| Smt. Sakuntala 29/4, 12th Avenue, Saturday | 4895297
Gaopalaswamy Ashok Nagar, Chennai -83: 11 AM
Phone : 2452284
36. | Smt. Sakuntala B-7, “Prakriti” Alacrity Flats Sunday 2450966
Gopalaswamy 100 Feet Road, Vijaya Nagar, 11 AM
Phone : 2452284 Velachery, Chennai - 600 042.
37.| Smt. S. Saraswathi 2C, 1I Street, Monday | 4423280
Phone : 4418425 Bhaktavatsalam Nagar 11.30 AM
Chennai - 600 020.
38. | Smt S. Saraswathi Ratnagiriswarar Temple Tuesday
Phone : 4418425 Besant Nagar, Chennai - 20. 1030 AM
39.| Smt. S. Saraswathi 4, A/S10,Mahavir Apartment Wednesday| 4410333
Phone : 4418425 East Coast Road. 11.30 AM
Thiruvanmiyur, Chennai - 41.
40. | Smt Subbalakshmi B/18, Bay View Apartments Wednesday| 4917084
Subramanian Parvati Street, Kalashetra 10.30 AM
Phone : 4917084 Colony, Chennai - 600 090.
41.| Smt. Seetha Lakshmi Venugaopal Swamy Temple Wednesday
Narayanan Gopalapuram, 10.30. AM
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COIMBATORE

S PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
Nc; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
' TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1.| Smt. Lakshmi U9, Kovai Pudur, Monday | 807290
Venkateswaran Coimbatore - 641 042. 3 PM
Phone : 847290
2. | Smt. Lakshmi 71, SRP Nagar, Alagesan Road, Tuesday | 806068
Venkateswaran Coimbatore - 641 011. 2 PM
Phone : 847290
3.| Smt. Lalitha Nagarajan | “Sruthui” Curio Garden, Saturday
Phone : 423055 Navavurpirivu, 430 PM
Coimbatore - 641 046.
4.| Sri. N.V. Vaidyanathan U-28D, Kovai Pudur Sunday 807704
Phone : 807704 Coimbator - 641 042,
KALAKKAD
5 PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
Nc; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
' TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1.| Smt. Gomathi 42, Krishnan Koil Street,
Venkatachalam Kalakkad - 627 561.
KALPAKKAM
s PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
N r; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
) TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1.| Sri. Kartikeyan .'s.v: Mahisasuramardini Temple ‘Wednesday
Phone : 41615 Kalpakkam. 7 AM
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KARNATAKA REGION

S PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
Nc.' THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
' TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1. | Sri. R. Nagesh Hymamshu School, Sunday
Phone : 3389383 4th Main Raod, Malleswaram, 11 AM
Bangalore - 560 055.
2. | SriR. Nagesh 10, 8th Cross, Prasantha Nagar Wednesday| 3356591
Phone : 3389383 Bangalore - 560 079. 7 PM
3. | Sri. V. Venkatraman Raja Ganapathi Temple, Jaya Sunday,
Phone : 5450494 Bharathi Nagar, Bangalore-560 033.| 6 PM
4. | Sri. V. Venkatraman 44, 3rd Cross, Ramamurthy Saturday
Phone : 5450494 Nagar, Bangalore - 560 016. 6.30 PM
5. | Sri. S. Raghavan Pravachana Mandir, Tuesday
Phone : 3349784 B.E.L Colony, Ganesh Temple 6 PM
Bangalore - 560 031.
6. | Sri. S. Raghavan 14A, CTL Colony, Sanjay Wednesday| 331745
Phone : 3349784 Nagar, Bangalore - 560 094. 5 PM
7. | Sri. R. Venkatraman 175, 9th Cross I Stage, Indira Sunday 5250765
Phone : 3485327 Nagar, Bangalore - 560 038. 2PM
8. | Sri. R. Venkatraman 3, Kalyana Subramanya Swamy Tuesday
Phone : 3485327 Devasthanam 15th Cross 10 AM
' Malleswaram, Bangalore-38.
9. | Sri. R. Venkatraman 328, 15th Cross, Day follow
Phone : 3485327 6th Main V.V. Mohalla, ing Sukla
Mysore - 570 002. Shasti
11AM
10. | Sri. R. Venkatraman Sree Lakshi Temple 1st Main Monday
Phone : 3485327 Road, Basaveswar Nagar, 11 AM
Bangalore - 560 079.
11. | Sri. R. Venkatraman Sree Lakshi Temple 1st Main Saturday
Phone : 3485327 Road, Basaveswar Nagar, 11 AM
Bangalore - 560 079.
12. | Sri T.S. Narayanan 148, 1st Main Road, AG’s Colony, | Thursday 3332922
Phone : 3332922 Ananda Nagar, Bangalore-560 024. | 3 PM
13. | Smt. Subha Lakshmi 115, NHCS Layout Tuesday |3481854
Subramaniam West of Chord Road, Basavewar 2PM
Phone : 3482917 Nagar, Bangalore - 560 0079.
14. | Smt. Leela 201, Kalpatharu Apartment, Tuesday 3345812
Narayanaswamy 8th Main Road, 13th Cross 11 AM &
Phone : 3345812 Malleswaram, Bangalore - 560 003. | 2PM
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Phone : 3349784

s PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
Nc; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
' TELEPHONE NOS TIME
15. | Smt. Leela 201, Kalpatharu Apartment, Thursday |32458:2
Narayanaswamy 8th Main Road, 13th Cross 6 PM
Phone : 3345812 Malleswaram, Bangalore - 560 003.
(for Children)
16. | Smt. Pattu Ramamurthy | 3411, th Cross Gayatri Nagar Saturday
Phone : 3329839 Bangalofe - 560 021. | PM
17. | Smt. Pattu Ramamurthy | 180, 6th Main Road, 5th Cross Mico| Wednesday
Phone : 3329830 Layout, Bangalore - 560 076. 1 PM
18. | Smt. Pattu Ramamurthy | 4, Vinayaka Layout Monday
Phone : 3329830 Basaveswar Nagar 11 AM
Bangalore - 560 079. :
19. | Sri. T.A. Vyasa Rao Abiramal, 2022, South End F-Road,| Saturday |6651873
Phone : 646629 Jaya Nagar 9th Block 3 PM
' | Bangalore - 560 069.
20. | Sri. T.A. Vyasa Rao Flat No.C-404, Garadi Apartment, | Wednesday
Phone : 646629 K.R. Road, Basavangudi, 11 AM
] Bangalore - 560 004.
21. | Sri. K.S. Subba Raman | 3, Vidya Ganapthi Temple Sunday
Phone : 8383224 Vidyaranyapura, 6 PM
Bangalore - 560 097.
22. | Smt. Lakshmi 1643/1, 9th Main Road, 2nd Stage, | Wednesday| 3324567
Venkatramhan A-Block, Rajaji Nagar, 11.30 AM
Phone : 3324567 Bangalore - 560 010.
23. | Smt. Lakshmi 700/43, 6 1st Cross Street, Saturday |3359690
Venkatraman 5th Block, Rajaji Nagar 11.30 AM
Phone : 3324567 Bangalore - 560 010.
24, I Smt. Ponnu Viswanathan| 2368/25, 12th Main Road, Wednesday| 3320414
Phone : 3320414 A-Block, Rajaji Nagar, 2nd Stage 4 PM
Bangalore - 560 013.
25. | Smt. Suseela Raghavan | O.S. 13, Ist Cross, Sundar Nagar, Saturday |[3451511
Bangalore - 560 013. 4 PM
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MUMBAI REGION

s PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
N o. THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
’ TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1. | Sri. G. Bala Subramanian| 3, ‘Emarad’, Chedda Nagar, Monday
Phone : 5565739 Chembur, Mumbai - 4000 089. 7 PM
2. | Sri. G. Bala Subramanian| 3, Vanamali’, Chedda Nagar, Friday
Phone : 5565739 Chembur, Mumbai - 400 089. 7 PM
3. | Sri. G. Bala Subramanian| M. Sundaram, B-02, ‘Ajanta’, Saturday
Phone : 5565739 Anusakthi Nagar, Mumbai-400 089.| 6 PM
4. | Smt. Rajalakshmi 9, Narayan Bhavan, Bhandarkar Monday | 4160420
Balasubramaniam Road, Matunga - 400 071 1.30 PM
Phone : 5565739
5. | Smt. Rajalakshmi 5, *Bhairavi’, Uttamsociety Wednesday| 5565739
Balasubramaniam St. Anthony’s Road, 1.30 PM
Phone : 5565739 Chembut - 400 071.
6. | Smt. Rajalakshmi 5, ‘Bhairavi’, Uttamsociety Thursday |5565739
Balasubramaniam St. Anthony’s Road, 1.30 PM
Phone : 5565739 Chembut - 400 071.
7. | Smt. Kalyani Raghavan | 14, ‘Kala Nilayam’, Chedda Nagar, | Tuesday | 5283548
Phone : 5283548 Mumbai - 400 089. 2.30 PM
8. | Smt. Kalyani Raghavan | 14, ‘Kala Nilayam’, Chedda Nagar, | Thursday |[5283548
Phone : 5283548 Mumbeai - 400 089. 230 PM
9. | Smt. Raji Parameswaran | Flat No. 3, Ground Floor, Saturday | 5285354
Phone : 5561352 14, Yamuna Shree Nagar Society, 2 PM
Mumbai - 400 089.
10. | Sri. A.S. Mani 8/258, ‘Patanwala Manision’ Sunday 4023986
Phone : 4160420 SION (East), Mumbai - 400 022, 2.45 PM
11. | Sri. A.S. Mani 4/162, *Sundaram’ Garodia Nagar, | Sunday
Phone : 4160420 Mumbai - 400 077. 2.45 PM
12. | Sni. K.R. Krishan Murthy| 104. ‘Puneet Park’, Sector 16, Tuesday 7701152
Phone : 7663869 Nerul. New Mumbai - 400 703. 5PM
13. | Sri. N.V. Ramaswamy L. 29. RH-1. Sector 7, Vashi, Sunday 7821398
Phone : 7821398 New Mumbai - 400 703. 6.30 PM
I4. | Sri. Govindarajan IN-2/18/A-2, Sector 9, Vashi- New | Monday 7661111
Phone : 7661111 Mumbai - 400 703. 7 PM
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s PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
N(; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
’ TELEPHONE NOS TIME
15. | Sri. Govindarajan Gr. Floor, ‘Usha Apartments’ Saturday | 5680310
Phone : 7661111 Navghar Cross Road, 1.30 PM
Mulund (East).- 400 080.
16. | Sri Govindarajan 2nd Floor, Sangeetha, R.P Road, Thursday |5671548
Phone : 7661111 Mulund (West) Mumbai - 400 080. | (Alternate)
2PM
17. | Sri. Govindarajan 8, ‘PARIJAT’ Ghoshala Road, Thursday |[5673101
Phone : 7661111 Mulund, West Mumbai - 400 080. | (Alternate)
, 2 PM
18. | Sri. Govindarajan Sriram Nagar, S.V. Road, Andheri | Saturday |6210948
Phone : 7661111 (West) Mumbai - 400 058. 2 PM
19. | Smt. Mahalakshmi C-1, Jyodhi Building, Hill View Wednesday| 5652654
Ramachandran, Co-op Society, Rajendra Prasad Rd.| 4 PM
Ph. No. 5652654 Mulund, West, Mumbai - 400 080.
20. | Smt. Mahalakshmi 23, 3rd Floor, Indian Bank House, | Wednesday| 5615413
Phone : 5652654 Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road, Mulund | 4 PM
West, Mumbai - 400 080.
21. | Sri. S. Balachandar C-3/306, ‘SITAR’ Sturday 5332513
Phone : 5346882 B Wing Lok Puram, Thane, 4PM
Mumbai - 400 601.
22. | Smt. Bhanu Lakshmanan| Balalayam, Subramanyaswamy Monday
Thakurli (Ladies) Temple, Dombivili (East) 3.30 PM
23. | Smt. Bhanu Lakshmanan| Lakshmanan, 9 Tulsi Apartments, Saturday
Thakurli (Ladies) Tulsi Co-op Society, Thakurli. 4 PM
24. | Smt. Jayanthi Suresh, 3, “ADITT” Girnar T.K. Road, Sunday 28736

Jalgon - 425 002.

Jalgaon - 425 002.
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CALCUTTA

S PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
No THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
) TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1. | Smt. Subbalaxmi Mani Shankara Hall Thursday | 4661767
93, Southern Avenue 1 PM
Calcutta - 700 029.
2. | Smt. Gowri Natarajan P-357, Keyatala Lane Tuesday & | 4646190
Calcutta - 700 029. Friday
1 PM
3. | Smt. Brinda 9A, Pankagini Chatterjee Road, Monday | 4179136
Gopalakrishnan Flat No. 2D, Subam Apartment 1 PM
Calcutta - 700 033.
4. | Smt. Santha Sundarrajan | Plot No. 471, Lake Terrace Extn. Monday | 4641269
Phone : 4641269 Calcutta - 700 029. 1 PM
HYDERABAD
S PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
N:; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
' TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1.| Smt. Savithri 2-223, Vani Nagar IV Street, Tuesday | 7056167
Venkatraman Ph: 7056167| Malkajgiri, Hyderbad - 500 047. 4 PM
2. | Smt. Savithri 2-223, Vani Nagar IV Street, Thursday |7056167
Venkatraman Ph: 7056167 Malkajgiri, Hyderbad - 500 047. 4 PM
3. | Smt. Lalitha Srinivasan | 1069, Somasundaram Nagar, Tuesday &
Phone : 7605637 Central Excise Colony, Saturday
Hyderabad - 500 047. 3 PM
4. | Smt. Jaya Thyagarajan East Marred Pally Wednesday| 7739363
Phone : 7732089 & Saturday
| 3.30 PM
5. | Smt. Lakshmi 10-310, Vasantpuri Colony, Monday & | 7051347
Radhakrishnan Malkajgivi, Wednesday
Phone : 7051347 Secundrabad - 500 004. 4 PM
BARODA
s PERSONS CONDUCTING DAY
Nl:; THE CLASSES & VENUE & PHONE
) TELEPHONE NOS TIME
1. | Smt. Sudha Viswanathan | A-5, Kamala Park Apartment Tuesday 382765
Phone : 382765 Ellora Park, Race Course Post 11 AM

Baroda - 390 007.
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Persons to be contacted for details of Classes and Bhajans

outside India

S.
No. CENTRE NAME & ADDRESS PHONE
1. | AURORA Mrs. Poorna Sethuraman (630)-5850872
(IL) USA 2218 Cheshire Drive, Aurora (IL) - 60504 )
2. | NAPERVILLE Mrs. Radha Sivakumar 630-357-6712
USA 1577, Raymond Drive, # Apt. No.101,
Naperville.2, 60663 U.S.A.
3. | BETHEL (CT) Mrs. Malini Ramakrishnan 203-798-8925
USA 29, Oakrid€e Road, Bethel (CT) - 06801.
4. | ONTARIO Mrs. Tarakrishnan 416-743-6390
CANADA 2455, Islington Avenue, Rexdale, Ontario
Canada M9W3X09.
5. | MANAMA Smt. Mythili Classs on
BAHREIN Wednesday
11.00 AM
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SADGURUS SHRI ARUNAGIRINATHA
AND SHRI THYAGARAJA

(G. Balasubramaniam)

" Saint composers Arunagirinathar and Purandaradasa heralded a golden period of spir-
itual efflorensence. Thyagaraja dominated the latter part of this period. Both Arunagirinatha
and Thyagaraja were devoted to the ideals of beauty harmony and freedom. While it is be-
lieved that Arunagirinatha composed around 16000 hymns, Thyagaraja is said to have com-
posed 24000 Krithis of which 800 are extant.

One finds in many of Thyagarajas expressions echoes of Arunagirinatha’s ideas. The
reformist zeal and fragrance of devotion of these two saint singers had a strong impact on
society. Bothwere ideal artists and devotees. We find in their compositions high upanishadic
Truths and valuable knowledge related to Nada-yoga and Saadhana. Though Arunagirinathar
and Thyagaraja had their own Ishta Devatas, they firmly believed in the oneness of the six
cults of Sanaathana Dharma.

Arunagirinathar, through many of his compositions glorifies Muruga as the very es-
sence of SHANMATHA and relates him to the other dieties of SHANMATA.

“ gipiFLow erSSra QurmGarmGer-
2ifieysrill euritb@ers sL_GorCer;”

Thyagaraja through his compositions in praise of Shri Rama his Ishta Devata and
several other dieties and also references to SARVA DHARMA SAMABHAVA in many of them
stresses this basic aspect of a common heritage.

Thyagaraja in his famous compositions ‘ENDARO MAHANUBHAVULU’ (Sri Ragam)
gives the descritionof an ideal bhakta.

“My salutations to those great ones who understood the significance of Bhagavatha,
Ramayana, Bhagavad Geeta, The Vedas, Shastras, Other puranas, The Shivadi Shanmathas
and thirty three crores of Devas, Attained Longivity through the bliss of music enriched by
Bhava,Raga, Laya and other elements and derived eternal happiness and thus became
thyagraja's dearest ones”

this indeed sounds like and indirect tribute to the great protagonist of Shanmatha Shri
Arunagirinatha in Whose thiruppugazh we find several references related to Bhagavatha,
Ramayana, the Vedas, Shastras, other Puranas and also the message of Shivadi- Shanmathas.
Again the fact that Arunagirirnatha had been visisting several places of pilgrimage in India
and Srilanka, experiencing the bliss of singing the Lord s thiruppugazh in music endowed with
Bhava, Raga and laya happily upto aripe old age, makes Thyagraja’s description applicable
to Arunagirinatha in totality.

The values Anbu, Avirodha and Thondu(Love, absenceof enmity and service) enshrined
inThiruppugazh are stressed by Arunagirinatha and Thyagaraja with equal emphasis
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“e_wit smenewr Yflullsirus sL_seppd
2_enamstenr gl erflujoersnLd SmamGu’”
“Gurasing) Geowy weirm um Erosil Smo gisrpsr
Welpssr Gy jsiny gmeurGu;

“semLmysul HfiGeowyd oflyd sréd, o drmeard
SarL_m_ Qan’ip afly e@Cusr, GsfHd Canmsss
Qgmsior_réw ereir eAGTTS EGraTs SL_itaugaumer
sarLmuLr sibsar! kg urt, sbHig) aer masQs L Gar”

“@leiruish guiut Agrgiug

s@ebsh 56 Gugiuy

Queir@eir gyl Aprer® Qeupduly wmsrarCu;”

Thyagaraja’s Krithis ‘HARIYANUVANI' (THODI) and “suki evaro’ (Kanada) convey
the following message.

“He who chants the holy name of the Lord withlove and devotion driving away all the
evil thoughts and religious, differences, sticks to truth andserves humanity with Love and
equal respect for all deities is a blessed devotee”

Students of thiruppugazh constantly enjoy the beauty of Arunagirinathars description
of Muruga's grace and divine qualities. Thyagaraja the great Rama-Bhaktha adores muruga
in his Krithi Neevanti daivamu(Thodi) as a god without an equal whose inner significance
being very subtle and deep cannot be easily grasped.

“Bhavinchi chuda tharamugani”

Here Thyagaraja shares his view with Arunagirinathar in adoring Muruga as a link
between Saguna and Nirguna Brahman.

“eopupf ophs Gurerfis

Geugleur nsH SfGns

G sTiG EGTaTED GmETST -

In this krithi thyagaraja narrates the Brahma anecdote found in many thirupp ugazh

compositions describing in detail how muruga chiles brahma for his pride and relieves him of
the creative function.

“Slwewer Wil soL_S G5 Sewr g

2 o5 (puiu S50 ufig

Simsr riud AsE . Apps QuaorCar, ™

He also describes soora - samharam with details of how Shiva, Vishnu theSun, the
moon and others, being unable to deal with the treacherous demon Soorapadma took refuge in

Muruga who finally destroyed soor s arrogance. Thyagaraja aptly refers to soorasamharam
as destruction of soora s arrogance.
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“sLHe efjgafl Calural @raer
Wy hu GBHG s Apar Cawg
555605 WEGST® Craug) wriilh afGLiCaerr;

Aruna girinathar in his efforts to motivate aspirants often describes his experiences of
Ananda derived from Namasmarana and Namasankeerthana.

“Q@arsrar HATeTEHE eﬂrﬂg(@) 2 mas Qzrenarss Caush

weirer! sL_Li1feT weitwree wriu! Quetardams who,

Meirsner 2_ewrit (Gl 2 ewrii k(g e @S Hifdgenrd b, €Sr@

sreirsmenr oG @GECSsT, BlPECS ol () @)say 3G,

“Gurd L surad, @rad usQIS, DD 2 6TEnL,

uTELh aupayd, pad Gldeor(g) esrg abg abs

Sr&@L wGermewLd gn(?ur SO, Tonerd FarussHes

&G, spysur! QeratareTr(g) BFs oy arbstw.

Thyagaraja in his Krithi “Rama Bhakthi Samrajyam”’ (Shudda Bangala) declares that
the very sight of Bhaktas blessed with the kingdom of Rama Bhakthi confers Brahmanandam
(Obslute bliss) which cannot be described in words and can be realised only by self - experi-
ence. In his krithi “'Inta Sowkhyamani Ne Jeppa Jaala” (Kapi) he says that the anada derived
from the chanting of Rama Nama is beyond description and only true devotees know it. Shankara

who enjovs the nectar of divine music mixed with the sugar candy of Rama Nama knows it
well.

- “Swararagalaya Sudharasamandhu vara Rama Namamane kanda
Chakkera misramu jesi bhujinche shankaruniki delusunu”

Arunagirinathas requests to the lord to bestow onhim the graceof singing His praise
with the proper approach are found in some thiruppugazh compositons.

"2_moapell Giurs Barerailsr amsiat
aumsnms GLESC5AST Lrome &muyewr
wer sigul afipEL Capr® ursatsafmgur S
2 erngl sM5CseS eormGaim® umipwsT
aufluL_ srear&6as Wrtar® SrEnse
2 1w A5EEsTH Cusrr fHsnios aurGag;”
Thyagaraja in his krithi “Kaddanuvariki’(Thodi) advises the saadhaka to get up very

early in the morning take a good thambura and singing with pure mind full of devotin, with
correct swara - prayogas and without deviating from the tradition.

“Niddura niraakarinchi mudduga thambura batti shuddhamaina
manasuche suswaramutho paddu thappaga bhajiyinchu bhaktha”

The key not of Arunagirinathar s prayers is the aspiration to have the grace of the
Lords Lotus feet whichhe expresses in various ways.
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“weomCuimd pifw Qeaurefhumin’ uye)
ueit ST S wGsramrGu ;”
‘s ppd sHga FEA QuTHEyD
&t ¥ shpasr yhamGuw;”
“@\msref areiny sEmamtu;”
“susirug Gl QuisTssnar wrm
ubSmer g wekgrrmiy;”
“ausirsm @niGUT wWeTL_T (WeirGu
Gy BerGur sypdsrml;”
“sire QaTeaTLgy ST QISTHG
smedle) aufiu SjgeraurGu;”’
“o_ar Sy anpuiiaf wgsramrGu;”
The inner significance of this concept is clearly explained by thyagaraja inhis krithis
Shri Rama Paadama’ (Amruta Vahini) note the appropriate name of the raaga! Thyagaraja

pleads with Rama’s Lotus feet to come and in his mind quoting the grace shown by Rama to
Ahalya.

In his Krithi “Sandehamuni Deerpumayya” (Ramapriya) he asks the Lord whether his
Lotus feet worshipped by nanda is great or his sandals (Paadukas) stating the fact that the
great saints attained equaly status with Shri Rama by worshipping Rama's feet but Bharata
who worshipped Rama's Paadukas got rama himself!

“Bharatarchanache paadukaly dharani ninnosage Thyagaraja Bhaagyamaa”

According to Arunagirinatha, freeing oneself from the shackled of transmigration is
the ultimate aim of an ideal bhakta and this expressed in many of his hymns.

“ oibhs sgGuameaTu LI5S aimmsuief
aE5e Qeosrausiiul LouslsiGLosh

35 LPAGLTER &5 Lwafigaro
geirLQerar Quomfi eugseurGus;”

“Aardgalt YpsGl umsssalt GsGE

Qegssa GUTEEGE Aarorss

Aftuait susE ufiuert SusE

Amiys) ApmiGusnBRGambwnma;

Hsmer $g1 well&EL LTS5 PHSESD

PéSsm aumsE Npres-

Qp@Lsuy Quiideth Gurgisuy WipsEt

BHeopiys yorsse Qewagmmis;”

This concept of Arunagirinatha is echoed by thyagaraja in lighter vein in the Krithi

“CHINTHISUNNAADE " (Mukhari) he pities yama who is uanable to find a victim because of
people singing the saving songs of thyagaraja.

126



“Dhaari Theliyalkea Thiruguvaaralaina Chaalunante
saaramani thyagaraju sankeerthanamu baaderanuchu”

Arunagirinathar wants to know from Muruga ﬁhy Brahma gave him a head that does
notbow at the Lord s Lotus feet, eyes that do not seek the Lord s from, handsthat do not worshi
him, and a tongue that does not sing his priase.

“Carry Cug@is(@) urarQalis Ghpu rer, Gang) siis
grL_nrarCer, Qzsr semflmss Gur, Her samam Sbger
GLTS Qaq‘mﬁql.ﬁ, BILTS Sarggd Qsryrs smsuwd

umng preph raréCs Qafig usm_SserGar.”

In a similar way thyagaraja in his composition “Ennag Manasukuraani” (Neelambari)
questions the use of the human body, its limbs, eyes, ears. If they are not for the worship and
service of the lord.

Arunagirinatha, in many of his songs pities those poets who for the sake of money name
and fame go to rich people and sing intheir praise flattering them withthe best of words.

“gL_smsl ukisLl QsraL_&s&s Qsmeim_ogsr
L& &S HEhetusT potsTars

pell5gs QeerfiTg gorsEh yaruEh
gemit &0 LBUT Sene & h;

sLSmsd geuLsT FL5m55 giIcHHu
sufosl LGS SMuaumpamead-

semphih Qesri i SodHs sermwi
sYhES AprarGOsTar L meraumGu;”

“sughEas Georu eyt SUAUTT eapTSsT CHip
wEefl Camsneu Girg Lol

ausiorysip urfl &smfl Gueirdlens eur gl &Kl
st Cure afswfl efiurGs;

QEgeT o &5 dlerSenfl FuLomsme
Slstiorigmed Gaushio YT (PSLOT YIS~

Qapaild pren Gurd o FH Erar apm
Geiisai aumud CanitQeT emeraurGw;

Thyagaraja in his famous krithi “Nidhi Chaala sukhama -Ramuni Sannidhi Sevaa
Sukhama?”’ (kalyani) quotes a number of examples to prove that singing in pra ise of the Lord
and serving him confer eternal happiness while flattering men bound in their pride and con-
ceit for the sake of worldly things is of no value. In his Krithi “Neevera Kula Dhanamu
santhathamu neevera jeevanamu" (B egada) Thyagaraja declares that the Lord is the family
wealth of a devotee and his very life.

The concept Health is wealth is universally accepted. Arunagirinatha through many of
his compositions prays for a life free from all diseases.
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“Grriser Sipallast Compid rener Fellurs
Ulplj6sT g STeiTae SymereurGus”

Similarly Thyagaraja in his Krithi “Viraja thuraga” (Balahamsa) prays to the lord
inthe very same words of Arunagirinatha.

“Bless me with a life of free from all ailments”

According to tradition, no festival of devotional music is complete without the “Anjaneya
Urstavam . Hanuman who is the foremost among Rama Bhaktas and an embodiment of strength
courage wisdom love and nishkamya seva has been held in great esteem by poets and compos-
ers. In a number of thiruppugazh compositions, Arunagirinatha glorifies Hanuman as an
ideal bhakta.

“erflu Qgeirgud GHTH AnhS
SiEIo Qesrsirmid iLbhD DjerL_it

sTeus S autbesEe aubg yerGuar”
“GLbGEF Hagrst Cahs

aL_&G& Aagnst Cshs

eméEE flagrst Cesbes GausrGuails
Gfiudlh Ghierem urEs

Wel50sMH Qarmarg Curag

@OAD sfiGurer GurdHaud @rerGom;
Sl &GS Srurr TrEw

urdsite Emerurg Sra

weasss YnGuel Lrgim aearCublss-
oo Gurd Miaumfl Guom i

weli$gih meauiGue wGearrar

wefl§gié eHiamn Cuailu GugrGer. 132"

Thyagaraja adores hanuman for his sharp intellect deep insight, courage, strength and
hhakti in many kritis like “‘seethamma Maayamma” (vasantha) and Geetharthamu (Suruti)

“Vaathaatmaja soumitri vainatheya - ripu mardan dhaatha
Bharathaadulu soda-ru! u maku o manasaa"

“Geetharthamu Sangeethanandamu neethavuna Joodara O Manasa
Seethahpathi Charanaabjamu nidukonna vaathaathmajuniki

baaga delusura”

The kritis paahi ramadoota (vasantha varali) and Kaluguna padaniraja seva(Poorna
Lalitha) are addressed to shri maruti adoring him as one of the greatest dieties.

perhaps the best prayers are those which express the devotees gratitude ro the lord for
his grace and help. In thiruppugazh we find many such expressions of gratitude to muruga.
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“opes e UsE eowster 05 gl
2Ty prevs afips G55 oi5sgud
21,655 aripal seflpir 5S mard gl mfwrCs
257U Gurdl mués L&s afl” L gib
argr Csre 156 ;55 S5z gL
yurs Gerenfl sl f5H6 ng')gjlsuﬁ GivGa L
WTETTS BT DY S55 s
Cogmp Gard GuisH meiy pddgud
6L 1Ty 558 mariu afisgud @)Lrmf
TS LML ST WG SRTSHITIL
mrarmell srr Yoy 0l piup
7Gsw LTOW ATéEE ST H555I LnGuGear
“GEniuguyd smaud gt Hmiyspell Goutr®
QetiQuer QeréasmsTaa wnGaGsr;”
“udgite sarifiu ATssE w580
usafls LS8 W Gsyita
L&l geaflenr ai5sT SHé @
ussia erils GloerGeaur Zies
Agre ailjgia e5510 G558
Goys opsadl i Cugic
QetiGluer smaud g HHur asesi
Assn F&Ts wnGuGer;”

In many of Thyagaraja’s Kritis we find him expressing his grtitude to theLord. In the
Krithi Nanu Paalimpa (Mohanam) he asks Shri Rama whether he came walkingall the way to

protect thyagaraja knowing well his heart s unxpressed desire.

In the Krithi “Daashgarati nee runamu” (Thodi) he expresses his gratitude to shri Rama
forall the grace shown to him in composing the right kind of krithis and also making them
popular.

He submits to shri Rama that it is not possible to repay his debt for making thyagaraja s
glory shine infar-off countries. He thanks the Lord for blessing him with the inspiration and
capacity to compose divine songs that give material happiness and liberation. Here he adores

the lord as Rasika Sironmani

“daasharathi nee runamu deerpa naa daramaa parama paavana
nama - aasha deera doora deshamulanu prakaashimpa jesina
raasika shiromani”

“Bhakthilleni kavijaala varenyulu bhavameruga lerani kalilona jani
bhukti mukti galgunanikeerthanamula bodhichina

thyagaraja karaarchitha”
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At times Thyagaraja looks at the entire creation with its gross and subtle aspects as a
manifestation of the supreme Being. He adores the lord who shines in everything - the various
deities, the human beings, devas, the five elements, birds animals, trees, mountains etc. and in
the devotees hearts.

This is found in the krithi “Paramaathmudu’ (Vaagadeeswari)

This reminds one of the various compositons of Arunagirinathar which adore the Lord
ina similar manner.

“gme wiruu soruShwsh Fipw
' Qered unhGag aumiQae uramagQaTsr

Qgm_ity wrwy wrip@ wnifl@ geemumiGios-
gipa] wrwm wrbAEH wrinflg

siifle) wmbellsnsr surwst @ meflssir

&1 wriyd eminsy wrGwey s itefs;
umd wrinng wmiflep srras

uee] wriGaiefl wrGwrsfl wrGwy

u&sdl praflenss wmil Hlewso wminfl@ LromELb-
o wrepwusl Gerieniosoiw wWraim

QW sTemS FGnK uriiig

us LrRGsl Srise Hreny LLCRTTSTST;
“umd winiituef wHw wmblu

urrmill eureormi) B smeom w@lemeuLi-
usosy miiue gl wriitiug

srmeor Goipr Guerr armGw WosTES;
am& wriiFsm Heeaflsr Gupha

griiGeu meumi woremil GuGs aiomsr-
Qzrenssl LGLTE sfigmeTy &Tésp6

&L prr rGL prGs spshCalearm;”
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THE MUSIC OF THE THIRUPPUGAZH

T.S. Parthasarathy

INDIA had a magnificent system of Art Music at a time when in the other parts of the
world, the art was still in the stage of folk song. Music with the Indians has been a resources
to which they always fly in joy or grief, for prayer or praise.

But there is hardly any secular music in India. Music was never looked upon purely a

Jorm of entertainment and not even as a fine art but as a means for attaining eternal beatitude

(moksha , apavarga, svarga, etc.). This accounts for the large number of saints and devotees

among its best exponents and composers. The origin of Indian music is traced to the ‘Sama

Veda' and music itself is styled as the ‘Gandharva veda’, one of the ‘Upa Vedas’. God is

conceived as the ‘Nada Brahman' (embodiments of sound) and the practices of music as ‘Nada
Upasana’(Worship through sound).

THE MUSIC OF THE TAMILS

Among the ancients systems of music in India was the musical system of the tamils.
Most of its musical forms later merged into what came to be known as ‘Karnataka’ music, but
valuable references to the old music of the Tamils are available from Tamil works like the
Silappadhikaram’(2" century A.D.), ‘tolkappiam’ and Kalladam’, from the inscriptions and
individual treatises on music. These show that the tamils were a highly musical race, had
limited but fairly welldeveloped system of music and were familiar with the ‘Solfa’ method,
concordant and discordant notes and other acoustic phenomena. Their scales or modes were
known as ‘Palais’ and their equivalent of the modern raga as ‘pann’.

KARNATAKA MUSIC

Till about the 13" century, there appears to have been practically a single system of
classical music followed throughout the length and breadth of India, with natural local
variations. The ‘Sangita Ratnakara’ of Sarngadeva, one of the most authoritative works on
Indian music written in Central Indian before 1250 A.D., does not mention the bifurcation of
Indian music into the two system : ‘Karnataka’ (South Indian) and ‘Hindustani’ (North Indian).
These terms are found for the first time in ‘Sangita Sudhakara’ of Haripala Deva written in
the 14" century. The ‘Gita Govinda’ of ‘Jayadeva’' (12" century) the first Indian opera
containing the earliest regular musical compositions now extant, is a work written before the
bifurcation of the two systems. The cleavage came into vogue after the advent of Muslims at
Delhi and Hindustani music became more pronounced during the regime of the Moghul
emperors. The music of the South continued to proceed along its traditional lines, undisturbed
by the exotic influences.

EARLY FORMS

There were several varieties of ancient musical forms in the Karnataka music like the
‘Prabandhas ' which gradually disappeared with the efflux of the time giving way to modern
compositions. The 'Dasa Kuta' composers of karnataka were perhaps the earliest to write
‘Kriti’ - like compositions in addition to other types like ‘suladis’ and ‘Ugabhogas’. Narahari

131



Tirtha (Circal 330) and Sripadaraya(1442) were the early com posers of this tradition and the
great ‘Purandara Dasa’ (1484-1564) was veritably the Father of Karnataka Music. Talapakkam
Annamacharaya (15" century) was a senior contemporary of Purandara Dasa and was the
earliest known composer of kritis in Telegu with a pallavi, anupallavi and ‘Charana’. The
other composers of kritis like Margadarsi Sesha Iyengar, Narayana Tirtha and Bhadrachala
Ramadasa lived between the 16" and 18" centuries. The kriti form, however, reached its acme
of perfection at the hands of Tyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar and Syama Sastri, the immortal
trio of Karnataka music. Cultivating the 72 ‘Melakarta’ scheme by Venkatamakhi (16504.D.).
Tyagaraja and Dikshitar invented many new ragas and composed kritis in them.

Although the ‘Lakshanas’ of the present day ragas of karnataka music are described in
Sanskrit works written after the 14" century there is no doubt that many of them have their
basis on the ‘palais’ and panns of the old ‘Tevaram’ music. The earliest record of such a
transformation of the panns into ragas is the Kudumiyamalai inscription of mahendra
varman(600-630 A.D.) the Palava king of Kanchi. This inscription is invaluable as it indicated
that the solfa letters of ‘sa’, 'ri’, ‘ga’, ‘ma’, ‘pa’, ‘dha’, ‘ni’ for seven notes were used in
Karnataka music even in the 7* century. The palais referred to in this inscription are those
used to singing the Tevaram music during that time. For example, the first raga mentioned in
the inscription, viz., ‘Madhyama grama’ refers to sembalai; the Suddha mela of Tamil Music
which is equal to Harikambhoji, the 28" mela of Karnataka music. Similarly sikamaram is
identical with nadanamakriya, sadari with kamavardhani and panchamam with Ahiri.

There are long gaps in the history of Karntaka music, particularly from the 7" century
till the 14" century after which sanskrit treatises came to be written by the South Indian authors
like Ramamatya, venkatamakhi and Tulaja. The only interesting and useful historical account
is the sotry of how Sriman Nathamuni(circa 823A4.D.) the great vaishnavite Acharya collected
the 4000 verses collectively known as the ‘Divya Prabandham and set them to music. This
account is found in detail in the ‘Guruparampara prabhavam’, koil Olugu and other tamil
works. Nathamuni rendered for the Divya Prabhandham the service which nambi andar Nambi
renderd for the Tevaram.

Nathamuni, who was a native of Kattumannar koil near Chidambaram, once heard
some verses of nammalwar being recited by some vaishnavites and finding that they were part
of a thousand, proceeds to the birth place of Nammalwar and collected the verses of that
alwar and those of others he brought them to Srirangam where he discovered that during the
time of Tirumangai Alwar (7" Century) the verses used to be sung in what was known as the
‘Deva Gana’ style of music. Nathamuni himself had a sound knowledge of music and with the
assistance of his two nephews, Melai Ahattalvar and kilai Ahattalvar, he set them to raga and
wla. As vedanta Desika says that it was Nathamuni who first set the verses to tala we may
infer that before the latter 5 time they were being sung as ‘viruttams’ or ‘suddhanga’ as its is
called in tevaram terminology.

From early printed editions of the Divya Prabandham, we find that 199 panns and 5
tamil talas have been employed. Later editions, however, show both panns and Karnataka
ragas for the various decades of verses. They system of singing the verses of the Divya
Prabandham with raga and tala by the temple minstrels at srirangam and other centres, called
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arayars’, fell into disuse after the invasion of the South by Malik Kafur around the year 1327
A.D. and his sack of Srirangam in particular. The prahandham is now being recited in the
temples in the chant method.

There is little doubt that our saint - composers originally composed their devotional
outpourings in musical garb. It is well-known that even the ‘valmiki Ramayana’, a purely
poetical work, was set to music by its author and sung by Lava and kusa. In the fourth
sarga(canto) of the Bala Kanda, Valmiki himself says that he composed his epic in seven
‘suddha jatis’ and three ‘kala pramana’ in the margi style of deva gana.

In the Tamil Country the pasuram of Alvars, the Padikams of Nayanmars and the
tiruppugazh of Arunagirninatha are representative specimens of sacred music. There is evidence
1o show that they were set to music even as they were being composed. All the saint composers
might not have been competent musicians but some of them were good vocalists and
instrumentalists. The guru Parampara Prabhavam says that when Perivalvar, the author of
the ‘Periyalvar Tirumozhi’, was taken in procession on an elephant at madura by king vallabha
deva he sang the tiruppallandu using as cymbals the bells tied to the elephant’s neck. Saint
Truppanalvar was a professionals musician who sang the praises of the Lord at Srirangam
with a ‘vina'in his hands. When tiru Jananasambandha, the saivite boy prodigy, was singing
a padikam at Sirkali keeping the time with his hands, the lord presented him with a pair of
golden cymbals. Tirunilakantha yazhpanar used to accompany Jnanasambandha on his ‘yazh’
on one occasion, when he was unable to play a certain pann sung by the latter due to the
limitation of the strings in his instrument, he wanted to smash the yazh on the ground. All
these ancedotes show that many of the writers of our religious songs were able musicians.

ARUNAGIRINATHA

Arunagirinatha lived during the early years of the vijayanagar empire and was the
contemporary of a kind whom he mentions as praudha deva maharaja in more than one
tirupugazh. The vijayanagar kings were great patrons of art, literature and music. Bharata's
systems of music had reached its zenith during this time and the patronage extended by Deva
Rayall(1421-1428 A.D.) to chatura kallinatha encouraged the latter to write his monumental
commentary on the sangita ratnakara of sargnadeva around the year 1420 A.D. The vijayanagar
rulers patronised not only sanskrit telugu and kannada poets and Arunagirinatha was obviously
the recipient of patronage from Praudha Deva Raya.

It is not clear what exactly were the compositions sung in music concerts in Tamil Nadu
during this period. Many varieties of Prabandhams are mentioned in treatises and an artificial
language known as the Bhandira Bhasha appears to have been used in the ‘sahityas’ or
compositions. Great emphasis was being laid on the ‘alapana’ of ragas, some of them being
redered for hours.

It was in this atmosphere that Arunagirinatha composed his Tiruppugazh songs in the
style known as the ‘Chitra Kavita'. So far as the Tamil language is concerned, he was the
originator of this style of composition. As he himself mentions in a Tiruppugazh as ‘Aparimita
Viddaikalum’, Lord Subrahmanya had blessed him with a profusion of learning in so many
branches of human knowledge that he was veritably a ‘Sarvantantra Svatantra’ (A master of
all Arts and Sciences) '
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CHANDAM METRE AND MUSIC

“Chandap-pavalap- peruman’ is one of the many appellations conferred on
Arunagirinatha by Tamil Scholars who were astounded by the breath-taking rhythm of the
Tiruppugazh songs. ‘Chandam’ is a Tamil word derived from the Sanskrit expressions
‘Chhandas’ which has many connotations. It means the Vedas, a particular Sanskrit metre,
prosody and one of the six vedangas or auxiliaries to the Vedas, the Other five being Siksha,
Wakarana, Kalpa, Nirukta and Jyotisha. The word was later adopted inTamil prosody to
mean metres which conformed to beats or rhythm as different from ‘viruttams' which can be
sung without tala or as “Suddhanga”. The ‘Chanda Viruttam’ has an advantage over the
other metres in that it is more suitable for being set to music and the world to be remembered
by singers. In fact, many composers of kritis in Carnatic music adopted the chandam style in
the charanas of their compositions, partiuclarly when they changed over to the madhyama
kala.

The first tamil poet to compose in the chandam metre was Tiru jnanasambandha. In a
decade, he himself mentions tht he was a competent composer in that style. The Tiruchchanda
Viruttam’ of Tirumazhisai Alvar, so named because of its metre (120 verses) is a fine example

of chanda viruttam. In the eleventh Tirumurai of the Saivites, the koil nanmani malai of
. pattinattar (10" century A.D.) includes some verses in chandam metre and its is believed that
Arunagirinatha drew inspiration from this ‘Nanmani malai’ when he commenced composing
his ‘Chandat Tamizh’ as he calls it. The takkayagapparani’ of Ottakkuttar (12" century ) also
contains ‘talisai’ verses in chandam metres and arunagirinatha must have been fully familiar
with ottakuttar § classic.

In music, word set in the chandam metre and sound euphonically more pleasing than
those in ordinary metres. The Ashtapadi songs figuring in the Gita Govinda of Jayadeva are
good examples of how jingling verses add to the beauty of the tune to which they are set.
There are many Sanskrit compositions set in metres similar to the chandam metre. The Siva
Stuti of patanjali and some compositions of Uttukkadu Venkatasubbier, Tyagaraja and
muthuswami Dikshitar have been composed in this style with pleasing alliteration.

While it is comparatively easy to acquire a knowledge of music, it is difficult to master
‘laya’. Tala often proves a stumbling block tomany an aspiring musician. Training in singing
Tiruppugazh songs early in life will secure one an unshakable foundation in tala. ‘The
tiruppugazh is thus a unique amalgam of poetry bhakti, philosophy and Tala’ says the tala
Dipikai. The mixed (sankirna) chandams found in some tiruppugazh songs lend themselves
for separating the angas of the talas and forming new chandams. The late Vallimalai Swami,
of revered memory, used to sing tiruppugazh in intricate talas like Lalita and Sankirna Jati
Dhruva and spellbind savants in percussion instruments who used to accompany him.

As regards tala, the tiruppugazh songs are the only authoritative ‘Lkakshyas’ for most
of the talas in our sytem of music, named and unnamed. No music scholar has yet been able to

analyse all the talas used by Arunagirinatha and equate them with those described in standard
works of tala.
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Since the original music of the Tiruppugazh songs has irretrievably, been lost to posterity,
it has been the practice among ‘Oduvars’ and others to sing them in improvised tunes. There
is no doubt, however that Arunagirinatha composed his songs in the ragas and panns current
in his time. But due to the absence of a system of notation to write down the music and the lack
of a continuous tradition in singing them, the tunes have been lost to us. In fact, themusic of
Tyagaraja, Muthuswami Dikshitar and Syama Sastri swept the music world like a great deluge,
leaving little trace of the musical forms that were in existence before their time. The tiruppugazh
however, continued to be sung in improvised tunes by Oduvars in temples and by others in
bhajanas.

TIRUPPUGAZH IN THEIR PRESENT TUNES

The following were the ragas and talas of 25 popular Tiruppugazh songs as they were
being sung during the early years of this century.

Eru Mayileri Mohanam ‘Khanda Chapu
Nadavindu Kuranji Adi

Maruve seritta Harikambhoji -Do-
Tondisariya Anandabhairavi -Do-
Karivinuruvagi Chenchuruti Khada Chapuy
Padi Madi Nadi Sindhubhairavi Adi

Sinattavar madikkum Anandabhairavi -Do-
Tirumagal ulavu Kharaharapriya Adi
Valavayadagi -Do- Khanda Chapu
Naveru pamanatta Chenchuruti -Do-

Olamitta Surumbu Sindhubhairavi Adi

Isainda erum Devagandhari -Do-

Vangara Marbil Sindhubhairavi Khandachapu
Viral maranaindu -do- Adi

Seer sirakkumeni Kuranji Khanda Jati triputa
Muttaitaru Mohanam Tiruputa
Avani tanile Chenchuruti Khandachapu
Kaittala nirai Nata Adi

Battiyal unai Navaroj -Do-
Unnaittinam Chenchuruti -Do-

Umbar taru Anandabhairavi -Do-

Apakara nindai Chakravakam Chaturasra Jhampa
Sivanar manam Yadukula Kambhoji Khanda Chapu
Mundu tamizh Navaroj Adi

Tullu mada Hamsanandi Tisra Mathya

While ragas like ‘nata’, mohanam’ and ‘devagandhari’ are time-honoured ones,ragas
like ‘Harikambhoji’ and ‘Khara harapriya’ came into existence after Arunagirinathas time.
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Sindhubhairavi and Hamsanandi are ragas that came to existence only during the present
century. ‘Chenchuruti’ ‘Kuranji' and Navaroj are light classical ragas ideally suited for
singing compositions like Tiruppugazh and Kavadichindu.

The above mentioned tunes, however, did not last long and were being gradually changed
by eminent vidwans who made it a practice of singing one or two Tirupupugazh songs towards
the end of their concerts. For example, ‘Seer Sirakku Meni’ was set up in Nalinakanthi,

‘Muttaitaru’ in Hamsadhvani and ‘Battiyal yan unai’ in begada to make them more suitable
for being sung in Carnatic music conerts. New songs were takenfrom the repertory and set up
in uncommon ragas like Regupti, Dipakam, Pushpalatika, Hamsanandam, Kamalaptapriya,
Jalakesari and Kusumavichitra. The tunes thus lost all sanctity and also relevance to the
period in which Arunagirinatha lived. The talas were also equated to those mentioned in tala
treattises, like ‘Chachchatputa’ (one of the five ‘Margi’ talas), Vishama tala, Antarakrida,
Rangadyotam, and simhalila (included in the 108 talas); and Somadi tala, Chalamathyam
and Nissankalila (apurva talas not mentioned in texts).

THE TALAS OF THE TIRUPPUGAZH

The tala systems perhaps the most difficult and complicated branch of Carnatic Music.
There is no comparison to it in the other musical systems of the world. The time measuresused
by all the nations put together will form but a small fraction of the innumerable varieties of
rhythm used in south Indian (Carnatic) music. The only musicians who make the counter
claim in this respect are the ‘Gurus’ of the Manipuri Mridangam’ called the Pung who aver
that their ancestors used to play 116 ‘desi’ talas on the instruments, starting from ‘eka’ tala
and ending with the ‘tala patanga’

Ancient works on music refer to the classification of talas into margi and Desi and
enumerate the classical 108 talas. Latterly, asystem of 35 talas was developed and Purandara
Dasa gave prominence to this simple systems by composing ‘gitas’ and ‘suladis’ in them.
While the 108 talas make use of all the six angas(shadangas), the 35 talas use only the ‘laghu’,
‘drutam’ and ‘anudrutam’. In addition to these a system known as the navasandhi talas has
been in use in South Indian Temple rituals from ancient times. There are also the ‘Chapu tala’
with their varieties and the ‘Desadi’ and ‘Madhyadi’ talas.

The seven principal talas give rise to 35 varieties on account of the ‘Pancha Jati Bhedas’
the five kinds of the laghu. Each of these 35 talas again give rise to five varieties on account
of the ‘Gati Bheda’ or the changeof rhythm. Thus we have inall 35 x 5 = 175 talas. Even as
there are the Pancha Jati Bhedas, there are also the Pancha Gati Bhedas. Therefore, eachof
the Sapta Talas come to admit of 25 varieties ad a result of the Pancha Gati bhedas.

In the sphere of tala, Arunagirinatha stands supreme as the unsurpassed master of
rhythm. Although he follows the basic principles of the Sapta Tala Pancha Jati scheme, amy
of the talas that figure in the tiruppugazh defy all classification. There are songs which come
under the 35 tala scheme, the 108 tala scheme, the 52 tala scheme and the Navasandhi pattern.
There are many songs which do not fall under any of these tala classifications. The following
are some of the talas in which the songs have emerged when they were set up in their modern
garb.
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Misra Chapu Chacchatputam Misra Ekam

Tisra Dhruvam Khanda Chapu Khanda rupakam
Tisra Mathyam Misra Jhampai Sankira Triputa
Chaturasra Jhampa Vishama Talam Misra Rupakam
Somadi Talam Khanda Triputa Khanda Jhampa
Chaturasra Ata Adi Chaturasra Dhruvam
Tritiya Talam Sankrina Jhampa Kaittalappidi
Tisram Tisra Rupakam Tisra Jhampa
Antarakrida Khanda Ekam Khanda Dhruvam
Rangadyotam Magana mathyam Nissankalila
Simhalila Anaga Talam Chaturasra Triputa
ARUNAGIRINATHA ON MUSIC

Fortunately for us, Arunagirinatha has himself mentioned a few talas and some ragas
in a section of his composition called the ‘Bhuta Vetala Vaguppu’ and these give us a clue to
the ragas and panns popular in his time. It is strange that he chose this section for presenting
the list of ragas and talas because the ‘vaguppu' describes how the ‘Bhutas’ (devils) and
vetalas ' (ghosts) performed a terrible dance in the field of battle between lord Muruga and
Soorapadman. In the beginning, Arunagirinatha mentions the talas thus:

(1) ‘Kaichchadiyina murai vidittav murghatita
chachchaputa chachaputa chatpita puttrika
Kandachchampati padamambala
Kanchap panchakattala mambadi’

The talas enumerated here ae the five Margi talas known as the Pancha talas, viz.,
‘Udghatita’, Chchchatputa’, Chachaputa, Shatpitaputrika and Sampadveshtaka . these are
stated to have been born from the five faces of Lord Shiva,viz., ‘Isana’(Udghatita), ‘sadvajata’
(chachchaputa), ‘Vamadeva’ (Chachaputa), Aghora (shipitaputrika) and
Tatpurusha(Sampadveshtaka). The lakshanas of these talas can be found in any treatise
on tala.

Later in the same vaguppu, Arunagirinatha lists more than 15 ragas and panns, thus:

(2) ‘Kalamarada varali Shikhandikai
Pala Sikamara mana Vipanchikai
Gauda Bhairavi Lalita Kaisikai
Gauli Malahari Bauli isaivana
ghana Varadi arum Patamanjari
Tana Dhanasi vidambadu Panchami
Kaichchuluvu kon murai viditta ragattadaivil
Uchchamadu sadikam eduttu mel ettuvana
Kanjak Kanja Natresi Ranji Ku-
rinjippann kurittivazhai yenduva’
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The rgas and panns enumerated are as folows:

VARALLIL the 39" melakarta raga, is an ancient raga. Arunagirinatha says t.2% it should
be sung only at the appropirate time (Kalamarade).

SIKHANDIKAI or Sikhandi’ is a tamil dram(audava raga) of the *Palai Yazh" variety
SIKAMARAM or ‘Kamaram’ is a parin the equivalent of the raga Nadanamakri ya.
VIPANCHIKALI a tamil tiram fo the ‘kurinji yazh™ variety.

GOUD and Goudi are unfamiliar ‘Hindustani’ ragas. falling under the *Kharaharapriya®
and ‘Sankarabharanam’ melas respectively

BHAIRAVI is the popular ‘bhashanga raga’ of the 20" melakarta.
LALITAI is the rage ‘Lalita’.

KAISIKALI is the pann ‘Kaisikam’.

GAULI is the raga ‘Gaula’

MALAHARI is a ‘janya raga’ of the 15" melakarta.

BAULI is a ‘janya raga’ of the 15 melakartha.

VARADI is a Tamil tiram of the ‘Palai Yazh® variety.
PATAMANJARI is probably another of the raga ‘Phalamanjari’
DHANASI (Raga Dhanyasi) is a tamil tiram of the ‘Palai Yazh® variety.
PANCHAMI or ‘Panchamam’ is an equivalent of the raga * Ahiri’
DESI raga.

RANUJI or the pann *Kurinji’.

The fact that Arunagirinatha was fully acquainted with the art and science of music can

be gleaned even from a casual perusal his TIRUPPUGAZH. He mentions a number of musical

instruments like the yazh, flute, kombu, udukkai, tavil, dol, bherigai, and ven kombu. In addition
to the ragas already enumerated in the ‘Bhuta vetala vaguppu', he mentions Indalcm, gavadi
and sriraga. He refers to dance with the accompaniment of ‘gloden anklets, nupuram and
salangai made of pearls.

Arunagirinatha was thus a rare musical genius and his Tiruppugazh songs will continue

to influence musical thinking for centuries to come. Several hundreds of them have already
been printed with notationand are spreading fast among musicians and music lovers. A number
of tiruppugazh bhajana parties have come into existence even at cities like Delhi and regular
gorup singing is conducted on occasions connected with lord Muruga. May Arunagirinatha
and his ‘Ishta Devata continue to inspire us and shower their hlessings on us!
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